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P R EY 


T may be thought a bad Preſage for an Au- 

thor to begin his Work with an Apology; and 
it is hoped that the following Performance will 
ſtand in need of none. It is wrote with the beſt 
Intention, and a ſincere Deſign of ſerving the 
Cauſe of common Chriſtianity. Some Indulgence 
the Author pleads for, as it is his firſt Attempt, 
and wrote with no ſmall Share of Diffidence. The 
Cauſe undertaken is great and important; no leſs 
than the Defence of Truth and genuine Chriſtianity 
againſt human Fraud and Chicanery. How the 
Author came to be excited with ſo much Zeal as 
to ſtep out of his private Station and ſecular Buſi- 
neſs, to employ his poor Abilities in ſo great a 
Cauſe, ſhall briefly be related, as it may furniſh 
the Reader with the beſt Reaſons he can give for 
the Undertaking. 


Know then that the Author of the following: 
Sheet is a profeſſed Member of the Church of Eng- 
land, upon ſuch true proteſtant Principles as were 
maintained by the firſt Reformers; which he looks 
upon as the true Principles of Chriſtianity, and 
therefore cannot be given up, or departed from, 
without betraying Chriſtianity itſelf in its molt im- 
portant Intereſts. It will readily be underſtood, 
that he means the ſame Principles on which the 
Reformation was built; that is, ſuch as aſſert the 
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Right of private Judgment, or _ every Man 
to * for himſelf in ſo intereſting an Affair as 
Religion is. Theſe Principles he has been con- 
firmed in by reading the beſt Authors, and by 
ſitting for a Courſe of many Years under the Mi- 
viſtry of a very worthy and learned Clergyman, 
of great Underſtanding, Moderation and Virtue. 
This worthy Man it pleaſed God ſome few Years 
ſince to remove by Death, and his Place has been 
ſupplied by a young Man too much the Reverſe 
of the former Incumbent. This young Prieſt, 
piping hot from the Univerſity, had imbibed a 
large Share of Party-Zeal, which, added to the 
* Warmth of his Temper, has rendered 
him fierce and turbulent, and conſequently un- 
"eaſy to himſelf, as well as troubleſome and diſa- 
greeable to his Pariſhioners. He has unhappily 
faken it into his Head, without any juſt Founda- 
tion, that ſome of the principal Men of his Pa- 
riſh are Deiſts, Latitudinarians, and I know not 
what. And in order to make them zealous Chriſ- 
tians, like himſelf, he is continually haranguing 
from the Pulpit, and in private Converſation, on 
the heinous Crime of Infidelity, the Sin of Luke- 
warmneſs, and the ſaving Virtues of Orthodox 
Faith. When he comes t@-explain himſelf upon 
any of theſe Topics, he Igaves no Room to 
doubt his real Meaning: That the Zeal he re- 
commends is not a Zeal according to Knowledge, 
a Zeal for Things morally and intrinſically good; 
but for doubtful Opinions, frequently conteſted, 
and which are by no means clearly revealed: 
En the Faith he _ on is not a rational _ | 
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1 
of Scripture Doctrines, but à blind implicit Be. 
lief of certain Tenets which have received the 
Stamp of Orthodoxy from human Authority on- 
iy: that this is his true Meaning is evident from 
the Pains he takes to prevent all rational Enquiry 
into the Truth of ſuch Doctrines, repreſenting 
Reaſon itſelf as dangerous, and the Uſe of it in 
religious Matters as unneceſſary and even cri. 
minal. | 


Now the Author apprehends, that altho': Men 
may call themſelves what they pleaſe ; yet ſuch 
kind of Preachers ſadly miſtake their own Prin- 
ciples, when they ſtyle themſelves Proteſtants. 
Doctrines like theſe cannot proceed from the 
Friends of Truth and Proteſtantiſm; but may be 
looked upon as Tares ſowed in the good Field by 
ſome crafty and inveterate enemy to both; and 
greatly to be lamented it is that ever they have 
found Root in a proteſtant Soil. The Miſchiefs' 

they do are inconceivably great; they choak the 
good Seed, hinder the Growth of right Principles, 
and promote nothing but Ignorance, Superſtition, 
and blind Zeal. The Impreſſions they- make on 


the Minds of Youth. are deeply radicated, and 


they become too ſtrong for any Arguments to 
cope with. The cleareſt Reaſon, the plaineſt 
Scriptures, are of no Weight, when brought in 
Competition with ſuch Documents, as have been 
early received from, ſpiritual Dictators. What 
Force they have over the Mind might be proved 
from numerous Examples; but I ſhall mention 
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only one flagrant Inſtance of this Kind, whereby 
it will evidently appear. „„ 


The young Divine I have juſt mentioned, had 
been inſtrufting his Audience in the ſubmiſſive 
Regard due from all Men, even the greateſt 
Princes, to ſpiritual Authority. In the Courſe 


of his Arguments he told them, that the civil 


Power was nothing in Compariſon of the eccleſi- 
aſtical. That the civil Power could only ob- 
lige Men in Foro Civili; but that the eccleſiaſti- 
cal Power obliged them in Foro Conſcientie.” This 
quaint Diſtinction was thought to be a mere 
ſacerdotal Invention, and he was called upon 
by ſome of his Congregation to make it good by 
fair Argument from Scripture : which he under- 
took to do, but failed in the Attempt; for the 
Scriptures enjoin Submiſſion to civil Authority 
for Conſcience Sake, in more expreſs Terms than to 
Eccleſiaſtical. It is certain that the Scriptures 
give no Countenance to any ſuch invidious Di- 


ſtinction, which might be attended with the. 


worſt of Conſequences to civil Government. 
The Scriptures indeed enjoin, that Chriſtians 


ſhould obey them that had the Rule over them, 


meaning the Apoſtles, and other Officers in the 
Church, which they had appointed; and un- 


doubtedly this was to be done for Conſcience 
Sake. But even this Obedience, if we conſider 


it rightly, was no more than a civil Obedience; 
that is, ſuch as regarded moral Behaviour, and 
conſequently ſuch as the civil Magiſtrate had an 
equal Right to 


To 
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To underſtand this, we muſt conſider that 
the firſt Converts to Chriſtianity, were People 
collected from various Parts and Nations, and 
by this Means became ſeparated from the legal 
Governments they had lived under, and had put 
themſelves entirely under the Government and 
Direction of the Apoſtles. | For this Reaſon the 
Apoſtles looked upon themſelves in a great Mea- 
ſure as accountable for their regular and juſt Be- 
haviour ; and as the Nature of their Government 
was iruly ſpiritual, i. e. ſuch as influenced the 
Mind by rational Convittion only, and extended 
not to legal and corporal Puniſhments ; they 
were more ſtrictly charged to govern themſelves 
by a good Conſcience, and to obey thoſe godly 
Inſtructions which had been given them for that 
Purpoſe. In this conſiſted the whole of Apoſto- 
lical Government. As for Spiritual Authority, I 
mean ſuch as comes under that Predicament at 
this Day, they claimed none; but abſolutely diſ- 
claimed it, as unfit to be exerciſed by any hu- 
man Power. The higheſt of their Ambition was: 
what flowed from an honeſt Heart and benevo- 
lent Mind. They pretended to 20 Dominion. over 
Mens Faith, but to be Helpers of their Fay. And 
this they did by ſetting forth the Goſpel, which 
contained the cleareſt Manifeſtations of Gong 
Love and Favour to Mankind. 


| Arguments of this Kind were oppoſed to this 
Gentleman: And though every one preſent at 
the Diſpute, were of Opinion that he could not 
prove the curious Diſtinction he had advanced in 
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his Sermon, from Scripture, yet if he was con- 
futed, he would not own himſelf convinced, and 
therefore infiſted upon another Proof, which he 
faid had Weight and Authority enough to con- 

vince any good Churchman. Accordingly he pro- 
duced, with ſeeming Triumph, a Book wrote many 
Years fince by Mr. Whþeatly, called a Rationale 
on the Common Prayer, or ſome ſuch Title. 
Here indeed was found his real Authority, pretty 
nearly in his own Words. But what muſt be the 
Surprize at the ſtrange Aſſurance of this young 
Polemick in Divinity; who, confident 'of having 
gained the Victory, left the Company in great 
Wrath, calling them Irfidels and Free-thinkers, be- 
cauſe they denied we Fe of his doughty Au- 
NT 80 = 2 55 | 


1 Now 1 n Wen ona this Book I day 
help beſtowing a few Words on ſuch Kind of 
Writings and Writers; I mean your irrational Ra- 
tienalifts on the Church Liturgy. That Book in 
particular, as being the Quinteflence of all the 
reſt, is ſtuffed with the moſt fulſome Panegy- 

ricks,” the moſt Sophiſtical Argumentation, and 

the moſt unchriſtlan- like Opinions, that ever iſ- 

ſuod from the Brain of any Prieſt of any Deno- 
mination. This I ſpeak in no Diſreſpedt to the 
Liturgy, for J ſoberly think it a very good Book, 
with as few Faults as can be expected, conſidering 
the Times wherein it was wrote. And I am ſure 
chat the Compilers of it were Men of ſo different 
2 Spirit from ſuch prerended Rationaliſts, that they 
would have honeſtly reproved, and heartily 8 
Git ſpi C 
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ſpiſed the extravagant and bombaſtic Encomiums 

beſtowed on their Performance. This will be 

evident to any one who reads the very modeſt and 
candid Preface prefixed to the Common Prayer. 


Writers of this Stamp do more Miſchief, I will 
not ſay to Chriſtianity [becauſe Men muſt be very 
ignorant of the Chriſtian Religion who can think 
they have any thing to do with it “] but to the 
Intereſt of that Church which their Zeal is more 
abundantly concerned to promote, than all the 
Enemies that ever appeared againſt it. They are 
indeed the Perſons who put the keeneſt Weapons 
into the Hands of its Enemies, and ſuch only as 
can do it real Offence. They ſtir up a bitter un- 
chriſtian Zeal in the narrow Minds of unthinking 
People: but at the ſame Time alienate the Hearts 
and Affections of the wiſeſt and beſt Men, who 
muſt needs ſee, under the Diſguiſe of all this flam- 
ing Zeal, what they really aim at. This can be 
no leſs than the Eſtabliſhment of an abſolute Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Tyranny, equal to that of Rome; for 
it has been by the fame Steps that Church has ar- 


rived at the exorbitant Power it now claims and 
exerciſes, | 


Who could hear one of our modern Doctors 
talking of the Epiſcopal Thrones of the Apoſtles, and 
not think his Brain turned with the Glitter of a 
Mitre? One would really imagine they were ri- 


* + 00 


- * Their Buſineſs ih not with the 8c-4prirer, but with the Ri- 
tuals, Canons, Deeretale, and ſuch like Popiſb- Machinery. 
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diculing the worthy Apoſtles, whilſt they were 
ſetting them out in ſuch a Kind of Pomp, as they 
much deſpiſed, and were utter Strangers to. 

_ Thrones in the Original may ſignify a joint Stool, 
as Cathedra does any common Seat, it is very 
probable that they might ſometimes make Uſe 
of this Convenience, for it is not to be ſuppoſed 
that they were always ſtanding. But it is certain 
they did not give themſelves up to Eaſe and Indo- 
lence, much leſs were they attended with Pomp 
and Grandeur, We may rather ſuppoſe they 
took many weary Steps in their Maſter's Buſineſs, 
as we are aſſured they ſpared no Pains in it, It 
would be no ſtrange Thing, after all we have 
heard of this Sort, if ſome learned Doctor, 
bleſſed with a happy Invention, ſhould find out 
that St. Peter wore a triple Crown , he would cer- 
tainly deſerve a Mitre at leaſt for ſuch an ingeni- 
ous and lucky Diſcovery. * 


The Character of the Apoſtles was not that of 
great, but good Men: not of Men ſeated on 
Thrones, diſpenſing their Power with royal 
Pomp, and receiving the low Homage of admir- 
ing Crowds, Such Images as theſe may flatter 
the aſpiring Imaginations of ambitious Men, but 
do great Injury to the humble Virtues of the 
Apoſtles, They were fo far. from being pleaſed 
with Adulations of this Kind, that they gave an 
immediate Check to them on their firſt Appear- 
ance, and ſhewed on all Occaſions their utter 
Diſlike to popular Applauſe. It may be ſuffici- 
ent to fay of theſe glittering Temptations, tho 


they 
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they are now almoſt thought neceſſary Appen- 
dages to ſpiritual Employments, that they do 
not ſpoil all who are poſſefſed of them: that ſome 
Men have Virtue and Reſolution enough to pre- 
ſerve their Humility, their Integrity, their Hu- 
manity and Candour, in their high and elevated 
Stations. But if we will take our Saviour's Opi- 
nion in this Matter, as it is very reaſonable we 
ſhould, he certainly thought there was great 
Danger in theſe Things of corrupting Mens 
Minds, and turning them aſide from the Way 
of Truth and Salvation. How hardly, ſays he, 
Hall they that have Riches enter into the Kingdom 
of God! 


By this Time the Reader may be ſufficiently ap- 
prized of the Motives which induced the Author 
to the preſent Undertaking, viz. the Deſire he 
had of contributing his Endeavours towards mi- 
tigating that warm intemperate Zeal, which young 
Minds eſpecially are too apt to give into, and, 
if poſſible, to convince them of their wrong Con- 
4 in this particular. | 


Ie might be allowed to be great Imprudence, ' 
as well as Injuſtice, to tax Men with being Deifts 
and Infidels, who acknowledge every Article of 
the Chriſtian Faith as contained in the Scriptures ; 
but do not perhaps come up. to the warm Ex- 
pectations of eager Minds. But the Misfortune 
is, that Zealots are never contented with thoſe 
who hold the ſame Opinions with themſelves, 
unleſs they maintain theſe Principles with the 
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ſame Violence, and have the ſame uncharitable 
Diſpoſition towards thoſe; who differ from them, 
as they have, Then indeed you may chance to 
be upon pretty good Terms with them; nay 
may be thought to merit ſome of their fulſome 
Commendations. Then you are an Orthodox 
Chriſtian, a ſound Churchman, a good Catholic, 
or a ſtaunch Diſſenter. For this Spirit of Ortho. 
dam, as it may not improperly. be called, has 
infuſed itſelf into all Parties. But however 
this bitter Zeal may ſerve to carry on Party- 
Deſigns, it is certainly incompatible with Chri- 
ſtianity ; and is indeed the very Spirit our Savi · 
our cautioned his Diſciples to guard againſt, call- 
ing it the Leaven of the Scribes _ Phariſees. 
Plainly intending hereby that uncharitable Tem- 
per, and rancorous Diſpoſition, which diſcovered 
itſelf in the Conduct of the Phariſees towards 
himſelf and his Diſciples. A Temper which, 


like ſour Leaven, infuſed itſelf into their Minds, 
and tainted their whole Behaviour, 


We are told that thoſe who have not the Spirit 
of Jeſus Chriſt are none of his. That is, they are 
no true Chriſtians ; ſuch as he will own and re- 
ward in the next Life. It certainly then behoves 
us to conſider well what this means, what the real 
Temper and Spirit of Teſus Chriſt was, and to 
tranſplant as much of it into our own Minds and 
Tempers, as human Frailty will admit. On theſe 
Terms only can Men be aſſured that they are 
any better than meer nominal Profeſſors _ of this 

excellent Religion. For though Wer may receive 


the 
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the Plaudits of their Fellow-Chriſtians, for their 
warm and miſtaken Zeal in ſuch Doctrines and O- 
pinions as diſtinguiſh Parties, and even ſome ſelf- 
Applauſe on the ſame Account; yet if their Zeal 
carry them beyond the plain Reaſon and Truth 
of Things; or excites in them an uncharitable 
Temper and Behaviour towards others, it will 
fail them in the End, and leave them forlorn and 
deſtitute of all true Comfort. If it accompanies 
them to the other World, what will be their Sur- 
prize, their Amazement, their Confuſion! when 
ſo contrary to their high-raiſed Expectations, they 
ſhall find thoſe Men whom they had cenſured, 
condemned, and raſhly pronounced in a State of 
Damnation, admitted into the bliſsful Manſions; 
and themſelves, as wholly unqualified for it, eter- 
nally excluded! This our Saviour aſſures us will 
be the Caſe of thoſe preſumptuous, ſelf-deluded 
Jews, who imagined themſelyes to be the only 
Children of the heavenly Kingdom. And why 
ſhould not Men fear it will be theirs, if they har- 


bour the very ſame Spirit, and purſue, the ons 
Conduct? 222 4 


Intemperate and abe Zeal is not * 
a private Injury to thoſe ho indulge it, as it dif- 
qualifies Men for the ſocial Duties of- Chriſtians, 
which are ſo ſtrongly enjoined, and mult fit them 
for the heavenly State: but it is alſo a public 
Miſchief, as it divides them into Parties and Fac- 
tions, and deſtroys. that Unity of Spirit, that cor- 
dial and ſincere Affection, which is recommend- 
ed as the ſureſt Bond of Peace amongſt Chriſtians. 


The 
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The further this Diſorder of the Mind ſpreads it- 
ſelf, the more it prevails in the World, ths ill Ef- 
fects of it are the more viſible and hurtful. This 
Miſchief is not however the neceſſary Conſequence 
of Mens entertaining different Opinions; for 
this may be done without any Fault at all : it is 
indeed impoſſible to be avoided in the preſent 
State of Things. But whether Men will enter- 
tain hard and uncharitable Opinions; whether 
they will break out into public Cenſures and un- 
juſt Calumnies againſt thoſe who differ from them, 
ſeems al r in their own Choice and Power, 
and may be prevented by a proper Guard over 
their own Spirits and Tempers. It is this on- 
ly that renders Difference in Opinion criminal, 
when. it terminates in theſe bad Effects. But 
when this becomes the Caſe, that Mens Minds 
and Affections are alienated from each other, 
filled with Hatred and Animoſity, Strife and 
Diſcord, then they fall into the Guilt of Schiſm; 
that very Schiſm which is condemned in the Scrip- 
tures, and condemned in itſelf, For no Man 
can give Way to theſe uneaſy Paſſions, ſo deſtruc- 
tive of Peace and Order, but he muſt feel Re- 
morſe in himſelf, when he calmly reflects on the 
Miſchiefs they produce. 


According to this Seripture Notion of Schiſm, 
it may, I fear, too juſtly be applied to the mo- 
dern Diſturbers of this Church and Nation, who 
by their own Confeſſion have no Grounds that 
can be juſtifiable for the Separation they have 
moſt unchriſtianly effected. They call them- 
| ſelyes 
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ſelves of the Church of England, profeſs to be 
zealous Members of this Communion, admit all 
her Hoctrines, her Diſcipline and Ceremonies, 
and reject no one Article, that ever I heard own- 
ed by her. What then is their Pretence for a Se- 
paration ? Is it that they cannot practice them- 
ſelves, or recommend to others, ſtrict Piety, Good- 
neſs, and Virtue ?—This indeed has been the 
Pretence; but it is falſe, unjuſt, Nanderous ; 
the Reverſe is evidently true. They may be as 
good as they pleaſe, and the better they are, the 
more they will be eſteemed and regarded.” But 
if they mean by ſtrict Piety a Pharisical Strifineſs, 
or a Kind of Monkiſh Sanctity, which conſiſts in a 
great deal of falſe Devotion and real Grimace, 
then the Truth is, that the Church of England 
has experienced ſo much real Danger from ſuch 
Kind of religious Cheats, who have pretended at 
the ſame Time to a great deal of trist Piety, that 
ſhe is very cautious of giving Credit and Encou- 
ragement to them. This ſhe has good Reaſon 


to be, and as I am ſure it is to her great Honour; 


ſo I truſt it will prove likewiſe her Security. 


What then can be done to oppoſe this Torrent 
of growing Evil? It muſt be oppoſed with ſuch 
Arguments as flow from Reaſon and pure Chri- 
ſtianity. If Men have not wholly ſuppreſſed this 
noble and uſeful Faculty, the original Gift of 
God, and the Talent he has committed to them 
to be improved in his Service ; if they have not 
entirely renounced their Underſtandings,. and 

abandoned themſelves to the wild Conduct of 
Entby- 


.# 


Enthuſiaſm; they muſt remember that Reaſo 
and Revelation cannot be ſeparated : That Chri/- 
tianity itſelf is founded upon it, and conſequently 
fo far as they depart from that, they depart from 
their Religion. Certain it is, that whenever the 
Votaries of this Religion have loſt Sight of their 
Reaſon, they may be ſaid to be loſt indeed 
Calm and ſober Reflection no longer preſides over 
their Thoughts, or governs their Conduct. Ima- 
gination only bears ſway in them, and becomes 
their ſole Guide and Conductor. Thus are they 
red to receive any Impreſſions, any Errors 
and Prejudices which evil Men and Seducers find it 
their Intereſt to impoſe upon them. 


That the natural Conſequence of Men's dif- 
carding their Reaſon, is expoſing themſelves to 
all Manner of Error and Seduction, is a certain 
Fact too evident to be denied. And therefore it 
muſt be as evident that thoſe Men, who endea- 
vour to perſuade others to this wrong Step, can 
have no honeſt Deſigns in it. What has been 
the true Reaſon why ſome of our beſt Writers in 
the Church have been railed at and reviled by 
theſe modern Seducers ? Why has Tillotſon, in a 
particular Manner, been the Object of their 
wicked and blind Rage? Becauſe this excel- 
lent Author has been ſo happy in connecting Rea- 
ſon and Religion, ſo juſt in explaining Scrip- 
ture, ſo honeſt in laying the Streſs of Religion 
where it ought to be laid, that is, on moral and 
practical Goodneſs; and all this he has done in fo 
clear, convincing, and perſuaſive a Manner, that 
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I may venture to ſay, no Man, converſant in ſuch 
Writings, can be liable to be drawn aſide by the 
wild Ribaldry delivered at the Tabernacle, which 
has nothing but Tone and * to recommend 
1 ; 


e fir "I warm Spirit i the Church may 
WF contributed towards theſe Diſorders, by de- 
preciating Reaſon, and recommending, on ſome 
Occafions, a Suſpenſion of its Operations, — may 
be worthy Conſideration. They ſeem not to atm 
at the total Suppreſſion of it, but for the Sake f 
ſome favourite Myſteries, which Men who exer- 
ciſe their Reaſon are apt to boggle at, they are 
deſirous of laying Reſtraints upon it, and 
abridging Men of this natural and Chriſtian Liber- 
ty. It is certain that though human Imagination 
is in a Manner boundleſs, yet human Reaſon is 
confined within very narrow Limits; and no Man 
can go beyond theſe, but he is immediately loſt 
and bewildered, and can no longer be ſaid to 
have Reaſon for his Guide. But that Men ſhould 
be deſirous of impoſing flat Contradictions, pal- 
2 pable Nonſenſe, and meer ſcholaſtical Abſurdi - 
ties for ſublime Myſteries, calling ſuch Things 
above Reaſon, which are infinitely below it ! this is 
abſurd ; this is unchriſtian ; and has all the Marks 
of antichriſtian Zeal and human Impoſture. 


In a Word, it is impoſſible to hit upon any 
Medium in this Matter; either Men mult adhere 
to Reaſon and common Senſe, and be guided by 
them in their Religious Enquiries, or el. 

C ol- 
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follow the precarious Opinions of others; either 


they muſt ſubmit to implicit Faith, or make uſe 


of their own Underſtandings, If Chriſtianity re- 
quires the former, as many of its Votaries pre- 
tend, it muſt be owing to ſome irrational Doc- 
trines contained in it; and in this Caſe there can 
be no Difficulty in determining which ought to 
give way: If it does not, then it has been very 
unfairly repreſented, and Men who inſiſt upon 
unreaſonable Terms, are the ſole Occaſion of that 
Infideltty they ſo frequently and grievoully c com- 
plain of. 
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DEDICATION: 


TO THR 


Younger Clergy of the Church of 
ENGLAN p. 


GENTLEMEN, 


TAKE the Liberty to addreſs the follow- 

ing Sheets to your favourable Regard, hav- 
ing no other Intention in all I have wrote, than to 
perform the Part of a faithful Friend and humble 
Admonitor. Plain Truths are here delivered in 
a plain Manner, and Plainneſs'I have always 
thought the moſt ſuitable Garb for Truth to ap- 
pear in. If any therefore ſhould rake Offence, 
let them calmly conſider whether Truth itſelf is 
not the Object of their Reſentment ; plain and 
naked Truth, only preſented to them in ſuch a 
Kind of Undreſs, as they have not been accuſtom- 
ed to behold her in. Let them at leaſt ſuppoſe 
that this may poſlibly be the Caſe ; and then if 
they have any Candour, any Conſideration, their 
Anger cannot riſe very high againſta well-mean- 
ing Perſon, who has only delivered his Thoughts 
with Freedom, and can be angry with no Man 
who differs from him. 
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I can, Gentlemen, with great Sincerity, profeſs a 
real Eſteem and Value for you; an Eſteem found- 
ed on your real Merit ; which ſurely is more than 
barely to ſay, according to the common Phraſe, 
I hame a Reſpelt for your Cloth. This I muſt own 
I have always looked upon as a very bad Compli- 
ment, not only as it favours too much of ſuperſti- 
tious Zeal, but it is in my Opinion a Compli- 
ment grievouſly mi/placed, For is it not your Per- 
ſons, that is to ſay your Qualities, Merits, and 
valuable Endowments, and theſe only, which ren- 
der you the proper Objects of Love and Eſteem? 
Would it not then be doing you great Injuſtice 
to transfer any Part of this Eſteem to the ſimple 
Colours you wear, or the Faſhion of your 
Cloaths? I know there is a common Phraſe in 


Uſe amongſt our Sca- faring People ſomething. 


analogous to this, and the Meaning of it is very 
well underſtood; that is, when our victorious Sea- 
men demand Reſpect to the Britiſh Flag. But 
when we conſider by what bluſtering —— 
this Reſpect is enforced, and that without hem 
there would be little or no Reſpect ſnewed, I 
hope this will not be thought altogether a paral- 
lel Caſe. I muſt ſtill therefore look upon the Co- 
bour and Faſhion of your Dreſs in the Light in 


which Nature has placed them, that is, as meer 


harmleſs indifferent Things, and oonclude that as 
it would be great Weakneis to value you for their 
Sakes, ſo it would be no lels Folly on the ſame 
Account to be ee againſt you. 


\ 


1 hope, 
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I hope therefore, Gentlemen, you will not judge 
ſo ill, as to ſuppoſe me leſs your Friend for placing 
my Regards, as a reaſonable Creature ought to 
do, on your real Worth and Merit. Theſe are the 
only juſt Foundations for Eſteem and Friendſhip; 
and theſe alone can render them fincere and laſt- 
ing. Profeſſions of the other kind may ſometimes 
indeed ſeem to riſe very high, and a vaſt Repu- 
tation in Appearance to be built upon them; but 


. as they have a weak and ſandy Foundation, they 


are verv liable to be undermined, aud all the fair 
Proſpect tumbled in the Dirt. Whenever this 
Misfortune happens to any Gentleman, who 
has perhaps confided too much in outſide Pro- 
feſſions, it may be looked upon as the natural 
Conſequence of falſe Fame, procured by ſuch Arts 
as may be properly reckoned amongſt the Art. 
ad Cap. Vulg. I flatter myſelf that theſe few 
Hints will not be taken amiſs, as they are honeſt- 
ly deſigned to point out the Diſtinction between 
falſe and real Friends, between the abominable 
Tribe of Sycophants and Flatterers, and the 
faithful open-hearted Plain- dealer. 


- And now that I may prove myſelf of the lat- 
ter Sort, and act the Part of a true and faithful 
Friend by you, I ſhall lay before you ſome few 
Faults and Blemiſhes ; not with an ill-natured De- 
ſign to expoſe you, but with a friendly Intention 
to caution you, and prevent Calumnies of the 
like kind. This I ſhall endeavour to do with all 
Tenderneſs and Brevity ; and then, as in Juſtice 
bound, — of your Excellencies, or thoſe 


Things 


* 
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Things for which I think you truly laudable 
and praiſe-worthy, And this impartial Dealing, 
neither ſparing your Faults, nor depreciating your 


Merits, cannor fail of procuring me your good 
Eſteem, with regard to my Equity. 


To begin with the former. It has been ſcan- 
daloufly rumoured concerning ſome of you (and 
you know, though it is contrary to Juſtice, the 
Faults of a few are too commonly imputed to 
the whole Body) that you have been horridly ad- 
dicted to Stealing. don't mean Stealing of 
Sermons, This is a Kind of Theft I ſhould be 
one of the firſt to commend you for, and do 
aver, according to my poor Judgment, you can- 
not in general do a wiſer or better Thing, either 
for your own Sakes or your- Audiences, As for- 
merly ſuch of the Clergy only, who were thought - 
qualified for the Pulpit, had Licences to preach ; 
ſome Regulation of this Kind might perhaps at 
this Day be found very ſeaſonable, and it is great- 
y to be wiſhed your Superiors would take it in- 
to Confideration. WE 


This being a very ſerious Matter, I muſt beg 
ive to digreſs a little upon it. It is well known' 
chat at this Day, old exploded Opinions, which 
have once thrown this nation into the utmoſt Con- 
faſton, are with great Heat revived, in order to 
draw us into Parties. New Doctrines are broach- 
ed for the ſame Ends; impenetrable Myſteries 
found out in dark Paſſages of Scripture, whilſt 
the plaineſt Truths are turned into Allegory, and 

a ren- 
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rendered myſterious; and what will be the End of 
1 Things ? 

Now I humbly ſubmit my Opinion in this Mat- 
ter; whether if a conſiderable Number of plain 
practical Diſcourſes on the ſeveral Branches of 
Chriſtian Duty, compoſed in a ſerious pathetic 
Strain and eaſy Language, adapted for the Uſe 
and Edification of Audiences in Country Towns 
and Villages; - Whether, I ſay, if ſuch a Set of 
Sermons was prepared at this Time, and recom- 
mended by Authority. of their Superiors to the 
younger Clergy, it might not be attended with a 
very good Effect, and in ſome Meaſure put a Stop 
to the Growth of new and ſtrange Doctrines? 
eſpecially, if young Gentlemen, before they left 
the Univerſity, were inſtructed to dehiver theſe 
Diſcourſes with proper Spirit and Elocution, it 
could not fail of rendering them very accepta- 
ble Preachers, and put an eaſy and volunta- 
ry Reſtraint upon their Hearers from running 
after the wild Notes of modern Seducers. For 
this Deſire of Novelty does not, I. would cha- 
ritably hope, proceed ſo much from bad Diſ- 
poſitions as from a bad Taſte, Which might 
be conſiderably rectified by this Method. 4 
now frequently run after mere Noiſe and os 
ſenſe ; but how ſtrong would be their Attach- 
ment, when their Ears were gratified with pleaſ- 
ing Sounds, and their mos 9 
ned by rational Inſtruction ? w 
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It will be ſaid that we have a Number of very 
good Sermons ready at Hand for this Purpoſe, 
which is very true: but all have not the Judgment 
to chuſe out of ſuch a Variety; and it may be 
queſtioned whether we have any great Number 
of fuch plain Diſcourſes as are propoſed. It is a 
common Complaint amongſt the lower Sort of 
People, that they don't underftand their Miniſter, 
and they give it as a Reaſon for their going after 
other Preachers. So that I fear this Complaint is 
too juſt, and that Diſcourſes which may be very 
intelligible and very agreeable to Perſons of any 
learned Education, may, through too great a Com- 
mixture of hard. Words and learned Phraſes, be 
quite above the Underſtanding of others, Who 
have not had that Advantage. 1 his is an Affair of 
that Importance, it cannot 5 e altogether 
RON Notice. | 


And now, Gentlemen, I return to my mer 
Chinne, which I doubt not has ſounded” very 
harſhly, and will be treated with Diſdain. But 
be not too eager in your Juſtification. If any 
Gentleman, when he has heard: the. Character 
and Quality of his Accuſer, and the e eve 
whereof he is accuſed, can plead not guilty, he 
will be honourably acquitted. It is fad 


then, that there is a certain great Lady, of Ba- 
byloniſh Extraction, who lays heavy Things to yout 
Charge, accuſes you of making very free with 
her Pockets and her Trinkets, and ſtealing from 
her ſome of her choiceſt Ornaments. Thele 
Things may perhaps be of no great Value in 
them- 


nen 


| | 
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cheniſelyes, but they are what ſhe ſets a high Va- 


lue upon, and as ſhe vows you have W 
chem, makes a great noiſe about them: 


I cannot ſay that this Lady has the beſt of Cha- 
rafters herſelf; ſome of former Lovers, 

. who have deſerted her, very bad Things 

of her. This ſhould be « Reaſon for deu | 

ing from any Dealings with her, but cannot 

) zuſtify any wrong done to her. Beſides; ſhe makes 
a great Figure in the World; and has abun- 
42 of Admirers, over whom ſhe maintains 

ſuch a perfect Aſcendancy that they may be ſaid 

to be in a Manner bewitched to her, By what 

Arts ſhe ſo deeply engages their Aﬀections, may 

| be hard to ſay. - For thoſe who look upon her 

| ö with an indifferent Eye, and take a near View of 

her Perſon, declare ſhe is not handſome :; but 

has ſomething in her rather forbidding. But 

then ſhe dreſſes profuſely gay; and tho her Lan- 

guage is generally haughty and imperious, yet 

; ſhe can ſoften her Tone to the mildeſt Accents, 

1 and has a moſt inſinuating Tongue. Theſe ate 
Things, you will ſay, that Men of U 

can never be pere ie Lovers 

muſt be very weak Men. I cannot ſay much to this. 
Lovers, you know, are ſaid to be blind ; and 

Men have various Taſtes. Some are charmed 


with the magnificent Dreſs and ſpl 


plendid Gayety 
of Court-Ladies ; others think themfelves more 
reaſonably delighted with plain Neatneſs, and 
rural Simplicity. We are apt indeed to impute 


D Dif. 
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 Difference-in Taſte toa Defett in Utderſtanding ; 
but chis may proceed from too great Partiality to 


ourſelves, and cannot be always juſt. ttt. 


here is one Piece of Artiſice I muſt not for 
get to mention, which, if it was genera 
tected, pig er ber more than any thing 
elſe to the Reſentment of her warmeſt Lovers. 
And chat is, in order to ſupport her Credit, ſhe 
has given out, and would have it univerſally be- 
lieved, that ſhe is married to the greateſt Prince 
and beſt Man that ever lived in the World. Now 
her Martiage tothis great Perſon is ſuſpected, with 
| ſons of indiſputable good Credit, - who have made 
1 it, their Buſineſs to enquire into the Bottom of it, 
repteſent the Caſe to be thus. They ſay; that in 
her younger days ſne was quite a different Crea- 
ture from hat ſhe has turned out ſince;; that ſhe 
diſcrete . n ſhott, her gehaviour was fo humble, 
e attracted the Lotte of every Body, and it was 
thought that the great Prince ſha boaſts of; ad 
thet it was the F roſpect of herhigh Advancement; 
arithe exmaordinaryiReſpedt the World paid her, 
that turned her Brain ? lt ĩs certain ſhe became 
modeſt and amiiable Diſpoſitions which had en- 
gaged the AﬀeFtions of the Prince, were changed 
2 1 240 « C2 byoÞii 242 1a % . 1 I 417 into 
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| into the Reverſe. Her Diſcretion ſunlæ into low 
Cunning ; Pride and Inſolence took Place of her 
Humility, and nothing would pleaſe her but 
Title, Rank and Magnificence. Her Ambition 
was in a Manner boundleſs; and though ſhe knew 
her Lord never intended ſhe ſhould govern,” but 
as the Mother of a Family, it was plainly per- 
ceived, that ſhe aimed at abſolute Dominion, and 
to make herſelf Miſtreſs of the Univerſe, To 
theſe Things, ſo contrary to the Will of her Lord; 
ſhe added an extravagent Fondneſs for Dolls and 
jointed Babies, and would be perpetually em- 
ployed in dreſſing them up, and careſſing them 
in the fondeſt Manner. And if any one ever 
gently reproved her for this childiſh Humour, ſhe 
would fall into a grievous Paſſion, ſpit at them, 
ſcratch, bite, and curſe them very bitterly. Now 
the Prince being of a moſt remarkable mild Diſ- 
poſition, and having certain Intelligence of theſe 
froward Humours, and all the Particulars of her 
Miſconduct, has long ſince teſtiſied his Diſlike of 
her. This indeed ſhe takes all poſſible Care to 
conceal, by keeping all his Letters to her in a 
ſtrong Box, and at the ſame Time making her 
boaſt, as if they were full of Love and Kindneſs 
to her. But the contrary is very well known; for 
authentic Copies have been procured, which ſuf- 
ficiently PRE 1 an is DIY 6 en 
her. 
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Character of your Accuſer ; and your beſt Friends 
heartily wiſh you had never put it in her power 
to lay ſuch things to your charge. Some of the 
pal Jewels and "Ine Things the complain 2 
are 0h mana 5 


+. 


A ee nher, ona 
gold Chain of cunning — She ſays 
that not one Link of this Chain has ever been 
broke; and that the Jewels of which the Brace- 
let is compoſed are all right ; that it has been in 
her Family for many hundred Years ; and'is, in 
mort, the ſtrongeſt Proof that can be, of the 
great Honour and Antiquity of her Family.” All 
this may paſs current with who know no 
better j but this fame Brzcelet has been in the 
hands of ingenious and experienced Workmen, 
ho have examined it with the utmoſt Care, and 
do not ſeruple to ſay that it is one of the groffeſt 
Impoſitioſis that ever was: That the Stones are 
very few of them right; that they are full of 
 Cracksant Flaws ; that the Chain plainly appears 
to have" been broken in many. Places, and in 
© other Qurifity +" Poldered And khat in reali- 
ty n is worth no more thun nts etl the 
Gold Wien Hhelted down?” | 11599 | 
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en A very fine ſpun Robe; of * — 


erase 45" uRertaih;" and it is thought will ever 


demalw an impenetrable Secret : but the Proper- 
ties 
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nies of it, as ſhe affirms, are wonderful indeed; 
For though it appears thinner than a Cobweb, 
io as hardly to bear the lighteſt Touch, yet, ſhe 
ſays, wore as an upper Garment, it will ſtand all 
Weathers, and no Accident can ever hurt it. 
That it will laſt the Age of Methuſelah ; and, in 
ſhort, though it is in conſtant Wear, and ever ſo 
much abuſed, it will never wear out. 
op An ebony Cane, wrote upon the crofs 


Handle, Infallibility. This, ſhe pretends, | has 
her in all manner of dirty Ways, with- 


the 


our once ſetting her Foot awry, or 
leaſt falſe Step. She does not indeed ſay that you 
have actually ftole this Cane; but that you have 
made another as like it as poſſible, with a fraudu- 
tent Deſign to have it miſtaken for the only true 
one in her Poſſeſſion; and to heighten the Re- 
ſemblance, you have put a Writing likewiſe 
upon this counterfeit Cane, of a long hard Greek 
Word, nnn mn 


Item. An Exuy. or. Equipagez the Cafe very: 
Fe cy wrought on the Outſide with Hiero- 
glyphics, emblematical Figures, and myſterious 
Cyphers, thought to be the Invention of Caba- 
lifts and occult The | fine ſhowy 


Outſide of this gaudy Toy could be the only Mo- 
tive for ſtealing it: For the Infide examined, it 
contains nothing but 2 Number . of ſmall 


pointed Inſtruments, a little hooked at the Ends. 
T 
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The Uſe this barbarous Woman, is ſaid to have 
made of theſe Inſtruments, was, to pick out the 
Eyes of her Lovers, which ſhe managed in this 
manner. If any of her Lovers ſeemed to pry 
too curiouſliy about her, or looked too wiſtfully 
at her, ſy chat ſhe as affraid they would diſcover 
ner. Wrinkles and other Deformities, notwith- 
nding ſhe uſed all the Arty of Preſs and Paint 
to conceal them, ſhe would ſlily whip out one of 
theſe Inſtruments, and, under pretence of careſs- 
ing them, inſtantly put out their Eyes. 


Fan NEE. A bondgq e 
Nox, Gentlemen, theſe are ſome of the Par- 
ticulats you are accuſed of; and though ir is ger- 
tain, you cannot be charged with the Robbery, 
long before your Lime; yet every .body7 will 
agree. that the Receiver is as bad as the Thicf,, 
And. therefore if you., know. any thin f of 
Goods, which, haye ber Mark upon them, or. 
you keep them for your own Ute, either clan 
deſtinely or openly, you muſt be highly to blame. 
There are many Reaſons, belidey that of doing 

* Juſtice, why, you ſhould 3, them. to her. She 
wants them; you do not. They preſerve. a ſort 
of Conſiſtency in her Dreſs and Character, which 
makes her appear uniform at leaſt; but with you 
theCaſcis quite the Reverſe, Truth and Plain-deal-. 
ing are worth Ten Thouſand of theſe falle Orna, 
ments, and your whole. $a, HY 5 
tens; I you. can imagine that they in the. 10 
r ; E- 
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become you; or that they are in any Degree ne- 
ceffary, either by way of Decoration or « Suppgrr, 
to the Ca ſe of Truth and Righteouſneſs you are 

— -How wy is the Mif- 
DDD 
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34 Things dene 
Things more adapted to the Spirit and Genius of 
that Religion you teach and profeſs. The firſt 
9 Preachers of Chriſtianity gloried in this, and it 
gave them Confidence and Boldneſs in the Hace 
of all Oppoſition, that the Religion they taught 
did not ſtand in the Wiſdom of 
Power of God. It was not the Invention of Po- 
liricians and crafty Deceivers, to ſerve the Intereſts 
of this World; but the pure Effects of "God's 
Power and Beneficence, intended to promote uni 
verſal Good, This Diſtinction betwixt the Reh- 
gion of Chriſt, and that which received th Coun- 
tenance and Protection of worldly and corrupt 
N Men, the Apoſtles laboured very carefully co 
ain. And accordingly, they renounced the 
| binden Things of Diſboneſy, and in all Things ed. 
ed with great Uprightneſs and nN "$9. 
far were they from availing themſelves of the e 

Arts of human Policy co 8 Reputation, that 
they expreſſed their Fears leaſt Men ſhould thinle | 
too highly of them, and aſcribe that Praiſe ts. 
them which was due to God only, Fraud and 
Cunning they as much deſpiſed, 20 they recom- · 
wende Ferädenee and ſand Wildorn. The lars 
ter 


ings, or introduci 
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Meaning: At the beſt it is the Miſaam 
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ter indeed is a Virtue of ſuch Rank and Eminen- 
1 reſolved into 


Our Saviour himſelf was a great Pattern of 
Prudence his whole Conduct exemplified this 
Virtue in its fulleſt Luſtre. By this, he evaded 


the Snares of his Enemies; by this, he guided his 


Words with Diſcretion, and conveyed his Inftruc- 
tions in a manner pleaſing and profitable to his 
Hearers; overcoming their by degrees, 
and delivering Truths to them, as they were able 
to bear them. All this was very right Conduct; 
and, no doubt, intended for our Imitation : Bur 
here is nothing that ſavours of Craft or Deſign ; 
nothing like impoſing upon Mens Underſtand- 
a political Religion, at once 
= them of their Reaſon IND 


4 

nde and Politics are Things fo widely dif. 
they can never ſubſiſt together. In- 
— or though Cuftom has  ren- 
dered it familiar to us, conveys no very good 
m of this 

World, and of the Princes of this World, which cometh 
ta nought, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks. Hewever ne- 
ceſſary it may be in the preſent State of Things, 
and wich Regard to civil Afﬀairs, vet, blended 


with Religion, en intolerable: It puts 


political Ends, 
eſtabliſned 


im- 
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implies all that is baſe and diſhonourable. There 
is a wide Difference betwixt oppoling Error wich 
Prudence and Caution, and, in ſome meaſure, 
giving way to common Prejudices, in order more 
eaſily to overcome them; betwixt this, I ſay, 
and propagating Error with Zeal, and even en- 
forcing it on the Mind by Art and Compulſion. 
By theſe Methods it has come to paſs, that, in 
various Parts of the World, Error is, in a man- 
ner, entailed upon them by Law; and all the 
Arts of human Policy are practiſed to defend and 
promote it. This 1s the neceſſary Conſequence 
of the unnatural Commixture I am ſpeaking of, 
that is, blending Religion and Politics; and no 
Words can paint in too black a Colour the Hy- 
. and Wickedneſs ariſing from it. 


But I muſt not forget that I am addreſſing my- 
ſelf to Gentlemen who have a juſt Abhorrence of 
theſe Things: For, to do Juſtice to the Engliſh 
Clergy, it muſt be acknowledged, that Hypocriſy, 
in its various Forms, is by no means natural to 
them: This has rather been the conſtant Cha- 
racteriſtic of their Enemies. But there is ſome- 
thing in the Temper and Genius of an Engli/s- 
man, which is common to all generous Natures, 
and which renders him mightily averſe to the low 
Arts of Fraud and Deceit. That Love of Li- 
berty, which is the darling Paſſion of Engliſhmen, 
and inſpires almoſt every Breaſt, makes them very 
jealous of their civil Liberties, whenever they 
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( 34) 
apprehend them in Danger. And, whatever you 
may think of it, there is a very near Connection 
betwixt Civil and Religious Liberty. The Man 
who. can fatisfy his Conſcience in propagating 
wilful Error, has aſſuredly ſome indirect End in 
view: And what can this be but to rob Men of 
their Liberties? For Truth is Liberty, and Error 
Servitude, The Mind, debaſed by narrow Prin- 
ciples in Religion, is ſuſceptible of any kind of 
Bondage, or any Degree of Slavery. For Proof 
of this, we need only look abroad into thoſe 
Countries where ſpiritual Tyranny moſt prevails, 
and we ſhall find them in all Reſpects the moſt ab- 
ſolute Slaves. eee 


But that I may not tire your Patience with too 
long Remonſtrances of this kind, I humbly take 
my leave, with the moſt ſincere and cordial Wiſhes 
for your good: That you may proſper in the 
World, even as your Souls proſper : That ſetfing 
before you the 'moſt worthy Examples recorded 
for your Imitation, you may acquire ' univerſal 
Love and Eſteem amongſt Mankind; and, what 


is ſtill more to be valued, the Favour of your 


heavenly Maſter, and the Joy ariſing from the 

Teſtimony of your Conſciences, that in Simplicity, 

and godly fincerity, you have had your Converſation 

r 
| ws. ET a i 
Your faithful Friend, and 

© moſt obedient Servant, 

| Misoruxxax. 
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8 all Religion has its Foundation in tbe bo. 
IX of a God and bis Providence; ſo nothing can 
tend more to caſt a Blemiſh upon it, or more 
fectually ſerve the Intereſts of Irreligion, th 
ſtigmatize a Word whoſe ſacred Import implies this 
Belief. To rank the Word Dei/m with ſuch kind 
of contumelious Appellations as areno ways appli- 
cable toit, but are quitecontrary to its genuine Im- 
port, is a very great Abuſe of Words atleaſt, and has 
an evident Tendency to miſguide the ignorant and 
unwary; who, not underſtanding the Senſe of 
Language, or heedleſs about it, are drawn into 
wrong Concluſions. Deiſm, Scepticiſm, Liberti- 
niſm, Atheiſm, how often are they ſtrung together 
as if they had a very near Connection? when it is 
certain that the former of theſe Terms is as diſ- 
E 2 tant 
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tant in its Meaning ow the reſt as Light is from 
Darkneſs. 

11049 Fs 2045” ©. 

; What b re 8 in ae for ex- 
ample, than Deiſt and | Atheiſt ?. the one profeſſes 
to believe in God, the other abſolutely denies 
him; and yet how often do angry Men pack 
them together, without any Diſtinction, as if they 
ſignified the ſame Thing, and were indeed Pares 
cum Paribus? Libertiniſm and Scepticiſm are like- 
wiſe frequently tack'd to Deiſm, as if they were 
inſeparable Companions; when the Truth is, they 
have no more Affinity together than Wiſdom and 
Folly, or Virtue and Vice. That there are Li- 
bertines and Sceptics, is not denied; and that it 
would be a laudable Undertaking to refute and 
reclaim them, is readily acknowledged; but that 
Deiſm has # Tendency to lead Men into Errors of 
any Kind it is not reaſonable to ſuppoſe. _ 


7 therefore anſwer no good Intention thus 
to.confound Ideas, or treat Mankind, in this in- 
diſcriminate manner; and it may be hard to ac- 
count how it has come to paſs that men of upright 
Intentions have been guilty of this Overſight : 
If they, alledge, that thbugh Dei/m is a Word of a 
very good Meaning, it is modern Deiſm they al- 
ways intend when they caſt Reproach upon it; 
yet ſurely, whatever Faults they may have to 
charge modern Deiſin with, it can be no more juſt to 
reflect on Deiſin on this Account, than it would be 
to reflect on Chriſtianity ; becauſe modern Chriſtians 
have like wiſe their Faults, and have e in 

-4.y 1 Multi- 


6 

Multitudes from the original Plan and Purity of 
their firſt Founder. In a word; if Deiſin implies a 
Regard to God, the Father and ſupreme Author of 
all Things, a Belief in him, and Dependance upon 
him, it cannot be eſteemed leſs ſacred than Chriſti- 
anity. And when we conſider what our bleſſed 
Saviour has told us, that he came into the World, 
not to ſeek his own' Glory, but the Glory of the Fa- 
ther that ſent bim; we cannot too cautioully guard 
againſt ſo fundamental an Error in Chriſtianity, 
as that of diminiſhing the Glory of our heaven- 
ly Father, the ſupreme Lord and Governor of all 
Things, Wow all Chriſtians ultimately adore. 


There is On no Excuſe for the Abuſes com- 
plained of, which have too much the Appear- 
ance of unfair Practice: I mean that low Practice 
of ſupplying the Defect of Reaſon and Argument 
by railing and calling Names, - Certainly Deiſm, 
in its true Signification, has nothing criminal, no- 
thing offenſive in it; quite on the contrary : But 
when it is ranked with ſuch ill Company as Li- 
bertiniſm, Scepticiſm, and even Atheiſm, then it 
raiſes an Odium in the Mind, and Men too eaſi- 
ly take it for granted that it muſt be ſomething 
| . bad wich har it is ſo — Joined. 


News as Chriflionity ſtands-in nerd FP none of 
theſe mean Artificesz and as the Chriſtian Cauſe, 
ſo far from being promoted; is greatly injured 
by them; it is much to be wiſhed that Men would 
reſtrain their over-forward Zeal, and treat every 
e Hs to Chriſtianity, with Juſtice and Propris 


etys 
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herwiſe they only expoſe their own Weak- 
. 6 and 13 my Miſchief to the Cauſe they 
would defend, I do not indeed recolle& that any 
good Writer in the Chriſtian Cauſe can be charge - 
able with this unfair Practice; but as bad Wri- 
85 do much more abound, and are generally 
more attended to, on account of that Warmth 
and Zeal which accompanies their Performances, 
the above Caution cannot be thought unneceſſa- 
ry. That I may further ſhew the Injuſtice of this 


Frocecting, and the ill eas of it, I ſhall 
Fri, State the true Notion of Pen. | me 


Secondly, Give a General. View, of Chri 122 
as died, in the Scriptures. 
W the Diſcuſſion of theſe two Points, it will 
appear that the Deiſt, however he may he vilifi- 
ed and aſperſed, is not (as our Saviour 775 on a 
like Occaſion) far from the Kingdom of Heaven : 
He is not, nor can be a bad Man, or an 
to Chriſtianity : and likewiſe it will appear from 
hence, that no Man can be a rue Chriſtian, unleſs 
Ba Is well nden in the Princip iples e ih un. 
ts 5 5 ſhall endeavour to Rate, ' in <> 'beſt 
ger þ 6 am able, the true Notion of Dein __ 
e e fly oppoſed to Agi) 
1 which (i ppoſes thatthe 7 was e by in 
and that it is left to Chance to govern and pre- 
ſerve It, throws this out of the Queſtion, and 


* 
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concludes, that it is impoſſible Chance ſhould have 
any hand in a Work which viſibly diſplays ſo 
much Art and Skill in the Contrivance and Con- 
duct of it. The Deiſt therefore firmly believes; 
that a Being, all-wiſe, powerful, and good, muſt 
have firſt made the World; and that the ſame 
Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs {till preſerye and 
govern, it. This he can admit no Doubt of, 
when he conſiders the infinite Variety of Beings 
which are in the World, animate and inanimate; 
their exquiſite Beauty, Order, and Regulatity ; 
their ſeveral Deſtinations, and Dependencies ; all 
which ſtrike him with Wonder and Admiration > 
And though he cannot fully account for any one 
Thing in Nature, much leſs trace to his original 
Source the great Author of Nature; yet he finds 
the whole Creation, ſo far as it is ſubject to his 
View and Contemplation, poſſeſſed of ſuch Qua- 

lities and Perfections as infinitely ſurpaſs all hu- 
man Art and Skill; and therefore he is as certain 
that a Being of infinite Knowledge and Power 
made the, World, as he is of his own Exiftence- 


"When he further refle&s on the am all erwin. 
on that this omnipotent Being has made for t 
Support and. Preſervation of all his Creatures, 
according to all their ſeveral natures and Capact- 
ties, he clearly infers from hence, the Care and 
Goodneſs of God, or his Providence, exerciſed | 
over the whole animal Creation : More particu- 
larly, when he reflects on his own Rank and Situ- 
ation, the Make and Frame of his Body, the En- 
don ments of his Mind, and the a he 
gt, 4 ſtands 
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ſtands in to the Creatures below him ;—he finds 


himſelf, by theſe Reflections, diſtinguiſhed from 
them by various Powers and Faculties, whereby 
he is advanced far above, and empowered to 
exerciſe Dominion over them, His Reaſon, 
that primary and diſtinguiſhing Faculty of the 
human Mind, enables him to trace his own 
divine Original ; to diſtinguiſh betwixt Good and 
Evil; Things hurtful and beneficial to him; to 
raiſe his Thoughts to Heaven, in Adoration and 
Gratitude for the manifold. Benefits beſtowed on 
him. He is particularly thankful to his all-boun- 
tiful Creator, for the many Bleflings and Accom- 


- modations of this preſent Life ; but above all, 


for thoſe moral and virtuous Improvements, he is 
enabled to cultivate by a right Uſe of his Under- 
ſtanding; in which conſiſts his chicf Happineſs 
here, as a rational Being, and by which his Hopes 
are raiſed even to Immortality. , 


Thus the Deif becomes . towards God, 
by frequent Contemplation of his Ways 
Works ; being fully convinced of his eternal 
Goodneſs and 3 Perfe&1ons, and enter- 


taining the moſt honourable and worthy. Con- 


ceptions of him. And theſe juſt Notions of the 
divine Perfections, conveyed by the Light of 
Nature, and acquired by the due Exerciſe of 


Reaſon, if carefully attended to, will inſtruct 


him in the true Worſhip of God, free from groſs 
Error and Superſtition ; and eſpecially from that 


moſt abſurd Ind of Worſhip, Mankind in ae 
have * prone to, ldoany. | 
For 


(4) 

For if he conſiders the incomprehenſible Na- 
ture of God, that he is totally inviſible to us, 
and that the utmoſt Stretch of human Thought 
cannot attain to any adequate Idea of him, he 
muſt immediately fee the great F olly and Abſur- 
=y of repreſenting this inviſible Being under 

any Form that human Fancy can deviſe As 
God is the Object of our mental Powers only the 
endeavouring, by Images, Pictures, or duch like 
vain ſhadows, to render him the Object of our 
corporeal Senſes, is a horrid Debaſement of the 
divine Nature, and a Degree of Impiety ſuffici- 
ently condemned by natural Light. For this we 
have the Teſtimony of St. Paul the Apoſtle of the 


Gentiles, who perfectly underſtood the State F 
the TIES World. 


50 that the POT Errors and' nn 
Vices amongſt the Heathens were not owing to 
the Blindneſs of their Reaſon, or Defect of their 
Underſtandings, but to the Perverſeneſs of their 
Minds and Corruption of their Wills: Not mere 7 
to their Want of a clearer Revelation, but x 
their hlind and wilful Adherence to falſe and p 4 
tended Revelations: They were the willin "Do pes 
of 'artful and wicked Impoſtors, who did not 101 
to alledge divine Revelation in behalf of their moſt 
ridieulous Fables and inhuman Inventions. It Was 
by theſe bold and impudent Pretences that the 


impoſed upon the Credulous, and held all Man- - 


hindi in Slavery and Subjection. Thus Diabolliſm, 
bot Dei, becamb the profeſſed and tablithtd 
Religion of far the | nr Part of the FR. 
| . A "_ 


( 42 5 
When I call it Diaboliſm, Ido not mean by this, 
that the Devil had a more viſible Hand in theſe 


heatheniſh. Impoſitions, than he has now in the 
various Corruptions and Wickedneſs of this pre- 


ſent World. Tho' no doubt as he is the Father 


of Lies, and the greateſt Enemy to Truth and 
Goodneſs; ſo his Kingdom and Power amongſt 
Men was, and is greatly promoted by all deceit- 
ful and wicked Practices. But as we may per- 


fectly account for the pious Frauds, and ſhock- 
ing Abuſes practiſed in the Heathen World, from 
the known Wickedne/ſs of Mankind; there is no 
Neceſſity of ſuppoſing that theſe Deluſions were 


carried on by the immediate and viſible Agency of 
Diabolical Powers. 


Let us only ſuppoſe, 10 in Fact was true, 


that Men were inſtigated by the ſame evil Paſ- 
ſions and Diſpoſitions, as now too often poſſeſs 
them: That Avarice, Ambition, Pride and Re- 
venge, bore Sway in them: That the Religion 
they propagated, did really adminiſter to theſe 


Vices; and that they were ſupported in their 


fraudulent Schemes by the Civil Power and Au- 


thority, infomuch, that wiſe Men, who ſaw in- 
to their Abuſes, did not dare to contradict them. 
In this Caſe, which was the real State of Hea- 


theniſm, we need not doubt of their ready and 
quick Invention to ſupport their gainful Trade 


by ſtrange and counterfeit Appearances. Nor 


is it at all incredible, that artful and deſigning 
Men, thus prompted and encouraged, and 
who had made it their whale Study and Employ- 


ment 


C 


ment to invent and practiſe Frauds of this 
Kind, ſhould become very dexterous in them, 
and by the Help of Lying-Wonders, falſe Mi- 
| racles, counterfeit Apparitions, Oracles, or 
Prophecyings, ſo far ſtupify and amaze Mankind, 

as to make them really believe, that inviſible 
Powers, both Gods and Demons, were ſubject 
to them. But that the Divine Being did really 
permit the Devil ſo far to interpoſe in human Af- 
fairs, and in Propria Perſond, aſſiſt wicked Men 
in their pernicious Deſigns, is not, I think, on' 
any Suppoſition, reconcilable with our natural No- 
tions of divine and infinite Goodneſs. 


Beſides, if this was the Caſe, the 1 
would be wholly excuſed from all Manner of 
Blame, in giving Way to ſuch Deceptions. For 
who could withſtand ſo powerful a Confederacy 
as the conjoined Forces of Satan and wicked 
Men? Human Nature would be over-powered 
by ſach a dreadful Combination ; Reaſon,” and 
the moral Faculties of Mankind, would be to- 
tally ſubdued, and of no Manner of ' Uſe to 
them: Whereas, on the other Suppoſition, that 
Men had only human Fallacy to deal with, tho' 
Multitudes were ſeduced by it, yet ſome few, 
at leaſt, of ſuperior Underſtanding, and more 


virtuous Reſolution, might extricate themſelves 


from the Errors and Wickedneſs of the N | 
They WET in, as we 92 in pany wy did. 


. 1 145? 4.414 20 33TH 


Some of theſe were in "he ia PR 
State of Heatheniſm, who thought more juſtly 


2 . on 
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on the divine Nature, and exploded the Follies 
and Superſtitions of the eſtabliſhed Prieſtood, 


with great Strength of Argument. Theſe may 
be truly looked upon as the Deiſts of thoſe Times, 
Men of heroic Virtue, whoſe Zeal and Concern 
to propagate Truth, and expoſe Error and Su- 
perſtition, carried ſome of them ſo far as to ſuf- 
fer Martyrdom ; witneſs the divine Sacrates, who 
was made the Jeſt of Buffoons, and profane 
Wits, traduced as a Contemner of the Gods, 
and at length put to Death by the Zealots of 
his Country: Indeed after his Execution, the 
Areopagites, or Lay Magiſtrates of Athens, re- 
flefting on the great Integrity and many Virtues 
of the Man, repented of this raſh Action, en- 
quired more earneſtly into the Cauſe of his Accu- 
ſation, and finding it malicious and groundleſs, 


condemned his Accuſers, and erected a Statue 


to his Memory. 


Ariſtotle is likewiſe ſaid to have ſuffered Baniſh- 
mentfor maintaining falſe Opinions concerning the 
Gods. The truth was, he endeavoured to rectify 
the abſurd Notions of Men, inſtilled into them by 
the idolatrous Prieſthood, and to teach them 
more worthy opimons. For which grievous Of- 
fence, narrow - minded bigots were incenſed 


- againſt him, and procured his Exile. 


That we have no more Inſtances of perſecuted 
Deiſts for their zealous Attachment to Truth, 
and honeſt Endeavours to open the Eyes of the - 
deluded e ny be owing to the ſmall 
RE 
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Remains of Hiſtory tranſmitted to us, relating 
to thoſe remote Ages. However, many Inſtances 
we have of wiſe Men, and great Philoſophers, 
both among the Greeks and Romans, who, by 
the Help of good natural Endowments, and 
a well eros Underſtanding, extricated 
themſelves from the groſs Errors, of Paganiſm, 
and entertained juſt Notions of the Divine Being, 
with regard to his moral Perfections. From 
which Notions they deduced, by natural In- 
ference, excellent Rules for their own Condue 
and Behaviour; and have left behind them, in their 
immortal Writings, admirable Precepts and In- 
ſtructions for the Conduct of human Life, com- 
prehending every Branch of relative and moral 
Duty. 


It is true theſe wiſe Men, and excellent Mo- 
raliſts, nothwithſtanding their more refined Sen- 
timents of Religion, outwardly conformed to 
the Rites of Paganiſm, and no doubt were ob- 
liged ſo to do, the Laws of their Country 
having enforced theſe Compliances with great 
Rigor. And I do not ſee but they were very 
juſtifiable in this on the Score of Prudence, and 
Self-Preſervation : For no Religion obliges Men 
raſhly and wilfully to expoſe themſelves to the 
Violence and Rage of Perſecutors, when no 
poſſible Good can be anſwered by it, but their 
own certain Deſtruction muſt enſue, Our Sa- 
viour himſelf, in the Caſe of Perſecution, taught 
his Diſciples not wilfully to run themſelves into 
it, but prudently to avoid it: And indeed of ſo 


ran- 


* 
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rancorous a Nature is religious Prejudice, that 
when it is direftly oppoſed, it grows outrageous, 
and knows no Bounds; but obliquely oppoſed, 
i. e. checked by Degrees, and treated with Mild- 
neſs and Indulgence, this Spirit of Bitterneſs 
may in Time ſubſide ; at leaſt this is the molt 


probable Means of ſubduing it. 


The Deiftical Heathens therefore at ac- 
cording to right Reaſon, when they outwardly 
conformed to the ceremonious Rites of the eſta- 
bliſped Religion, which they looked upon as in- 


different in themſelves; but by a 


prudent 


Compliance with them, they conciliated the 
Tempers of Men towards them, and obtained 
a more favourable Hearing with regard to ſuch 


Things as were of real Importance. 


If they 


had been declared Enemies to the Religion of 
their Country, this would have raiſed ſtrong 
Prejudices againſt them; and thoſe fine Leſſons 
of moral Behaviour, which tended to improve 
their Minds in Wiſdom and Virtue, ' would 
have loſt their Effect. A direct Oppoſition to 
- their falſe and idolatrous Worſhip, which had 
been long held ſacred amon gft them, would have 
been looked upon as impious and profane, in- 
cenſed their Rage and Reſentment, and intigply 


defeated iy ae of +» ymmprapag 


The Heathen Priefts had infected the Minds of 
the Multitude, Witk many Hidiculous Fables of 


Poetical Invention. Some of them, not only high- 


” abſurd, but * wicked, as repre- 


ſenting 
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ſenting their Gods revengeful, 'ervel, and ad- 
difted to the worſt of human Vices. Theſe 
groſs Errors, reſpecting the Objects of their Ado- 
ration, corrupted both their Worſhip and their 
Morals, rivetted in them a ſavage and barbarous 
Diſpoſition, and ſo far deſtroyed the Ends for 
which their Religion was inſtituted, which was 
to civilize the rude unpoliſhed Minds and Man- 
ners of Men, and make Fer nd and 
ſociable to each other *. - 

T his howeven was never fo vell effected 
their Religion, as by the excellent moral In- 
ſtructions of their Philoſophers and wiſe Men. 
Their Religion, by impoſing fictitious Deities, and 
dreſſing them up in ſuch Forms and Attributes 
as would even diſgrace human Nature, debaſed 
and darkened the Minds of Men, filled them 
with ſuperſtitious Fears, or brutal Rage, and 
rendered them more miſerable” in chernſelves, 
and injurious to the World, than if they had no 
_ A e o e e them. 


..:Philoſophy;”'o on the other Hand, eien 
to remove falſe and unworthy Conceptions, to 
diſpel the Gloom of Ignorance and Superſtition, 
to teach Men more honourable Notions of the 
erben R and to 3 them with on 


* A Law of Numa | Ponpli, on the Head of Reli- 
ion, has theſe Words. Feroces animos non poſſe 
«© in Officio contineri, niſi Doorum metu, ideoque Re- 
$6 ſn 1 Ceremoniis eſſe alligandos. 
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timents of Juſtice and Generoſity towards one 
another. Thus did Deiſm contribute to public 
and private Felicity, whilſt a falſe and ſuperſti- 
Hons Religion tended to deſtroy both. 


1 We ſee then that the great Advances that were 
made in ancient Times, in divine and religioi 
Knowledge, were owing. to the free Diſquiſitions 
of wiſe and learned Men, who, forſaking the 
Chimeras of Prieſts and Viſionaries, inveſtigat- 
ed Truth with Care and Diligence in tbe Works 
and Laws of Nature. By making theſe their 
Study, they arrived at a competent Knowledge 
of the great Author of all Things; aſcribing 


i Power, Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and all immutable 


Perfections to the Object of their Adoration. 
They became likewiſe great Proficients in the 
Knowledge of themſclyes, and the World about 
them. They clearly diſcovered, that the im- 

t Buſineſs of Life was, by all rational Me- 
thods, to purſue and ſecure their own Happineſs, 
and that this could not be done, but by conſult- 
ing and promoting the general Good ; or, in 
other Words, by e the Laws of wa 
4 and Kindneſs. 


They were. well apprizec of thoſe 2 
to human Felicity, occaſioned by exorbitant 


| * — and miſguided Affections; and there- 


fore taught that true Happineſs mainly conſiſted 
in the due Regulation and Government of the Paſ- 
Hons, Affections, and Appetites. And indeed 


ſo eee they diſcourſed on theſe and 


other 
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other religious and divine Topics, that ſome have 
been led to think they muſt have received, 
they know not how, ſome Light from Revelati- 
on. But this may be juſtly doubted, if we con- 
ſider that they taught nothing more than what 
were the obvious Dictates of right Reaſon, and 
an unprejudiced Uuderſtanding : Such Truths 
only as the Minds of Men gave immediate Conſent 
to, and could not do otherwiſe, without Violence 
to their own inward Feelings and moſt natural 
Apprehenſions. 


Thus I have endeavoured to repreſent truly, 
according to the beſt of my Judgment, the State of 
Deiſmin the Gentile-World ; by which, I think, 
it will appear that the true Notion of a Dejft-is 
that of one who, diveſting himſelf (as far as 
human Frailty can do it) of reigning Errors and 
Prejudices, makes the beſt Uſe of the Reaſan 
God has given him for that Purpoſe, to invel- 
tigate divine and moral Truths. That theſc 
Truths are placed within the Reach of his Un- 
derſtanding, and accordingly have been attain- 
ed, to ſo eminent a Degree, that Deiſis may be 
ſaid to have been almoſt the only Perſons in the 
World who preſerved any juſt Senſe of . 
amiaſt . of Error and WickedBeſs.! | 


8 Pute e A be 1 4 
who made this diligent and upright Uſe of their 
rational Faculties, and did ſo much good to them- 
ſelves and the World thereby. I believe there 
are fe- Chriſtians but will readily. -acknow- 
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ledge this; none can, with any Colour of Truth, 
deny it. But yet many there have been, and 
Men of venerable Authority in the Chriſtian 
World, whoſe Opinions have been followed mere- 
ly on Account of their Authority, without 
any Examination whether their Opinions have 
been founded in the Chriſtian Religion or not: 
Many, I fay, ſuch Chriſtians there have been, 
and are to this Day, who conſign over to eternal 
Perdition the whole Heathen world without Ex- 
ception; becauſe truly they were not, what it 
was abſolutely impoſſible they ſhould be, Believers 
in Chriſt. Horrid and ſhocking Thought! What 
unjuſt and cruel Conceptions muſt ſuch Men have 
- entertained of the Father of Mercies, the beſt 
and moſt beneficent Being? Does he require 
more of his Creatures at any Time, or under 
any Diſpenſation, than a diligent and upright Uſe 
of the Power and Means he has given them? 
But the Truth is, when Men are blinded by Zeal, 
they ſtick at nothing to magnify their Cauſe, tho? 
in Reality they diſhonour God, and belye their 
- own Profeſſion; both which are notoriouſly 
done in the Caſe before us: For nothing can be 
more contrary to true Chriſtianity, as well as natu- 
ral Light, than ſuch abominable and rah Suggeſ- 
tions; this might be ſhewn at large. But while 
Men will pick out ſingle Texts, and interpret 
them contrary to their own true Meaning, and 
the whole Tenor of Scripture; there is no Opi- 
nion ſo abſurd and wicked, but may be fa- 
thered on the Scriptures by ſuch diſhoneſt Means. 
Thus, becauſe it is ſald in the , that 27 
| | 7 bog we, 
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« 15 no other Name under Heaven given to Men 
<« whereby they may be ſaved, but the Name of 
&« Teſus Chriſt”, they very unfairly conclude, 
(rejecting the true Senſe of the Words) that none 
but Chriſtians can be ſaved. For the Context 
very plainly ſhews, that no more 1s to be under- 
ſtood by theſe Words, than that the Apoſtles 
performed great Cures by invoking over ſick and 
and infirm Perſons, the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
that this was an Event ſo extraordinary as the 
World had never ſeen before, and might convince 
Men of the Truth of Chriſtianity. This, I fay, is all 
that can fairly be inferred from theſe Words: And 
therefore Men who draw ſuch Concluſions from 
hence, as are not conſiſtent with divine unlimited 
Goodneſs, but contrary to it, repreſenting God 
as cruel and unjuſt, puniſhing his Creatures for 
Things wherein they could not poſſibly deſerve 
Blame; ſuch Mendo indeed plainly prove that they 
are not Deiſts, having no juſt and worthy Concepti- 
ons of the Deity: But if they can thus believe, con · 
trary to all rational Principles, that God is an un- 
juſt and arbitrary Being, they are capable of any 
Religion, or any Errors that may diſgrace Reli- 
gion. In ſhort, they muſt have diſcarded Reaſon 
and common Senſe, and nn little Good 
can be expected from them. 


But I perſuade: myſelf that there are many Chriſ- 
tians of a more temperate Caſt, who have taken 
care to form their Opinions with more conſiſtent 
Charity and Moderation. Chriſtians, who will not 
only allow, without invidious Diſparagements (ſuch 
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as calling them ſplendid Vices) the real Virtues 
of the Heathens ; but can believe that their mer- 
ciful Creator, ſo far from puniſhing them for 
what they could not help, will undoubtedly re- 
ward them according to the Goodneſs of their 
Actions, and Sincerity of their Hearts; to fuch 
Chriſtians JI apply myſelf, and would hope from 
them, that what I have further to ſay on this Sub- 
ject will meet with a favourable and candid Re- 
ception. 


ann. u. 
Dzisu conſidered, under Divine Revelation. 


Proceed then to conſider Deiſin under a dif- 
I ferent View from what I have hitherto done 
viz, under Divine Revelation. For, whatever 
may be generally apprehended, we ſhall find that 
— ought ſtill to maintain its ground; and that 

t actually has done ſo, has been a principal 
aids of preſerving even Revealed ee in its 
_ Purity. 955 


To begin with the Jewiſh Difpenſation. We 
know that this Religion, in its primitive Inſtitu- 
tion, conſiſted of moral | Precepts, and various 
poſitive Rites, which were not good in them- 
ſelves, but appointed, or rather permitted for a 
time, to anfwer the Purpoſes of Order and Diſci- 
pline. But [notwithſtanding theſe : ceremonial 
' Rites were never propoſed as real Religion, but 
intended only as Guards to it, yet we often find 

that 
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that they were ſubſtituted in the Place of it. 
They engroſſed the whole Zeal and Affections of 
Men, and all their Pains and Endeavours were 
laid out in a nice and ſcrupulous Obſervance of 
them. And in Proportion as their Zeal for theſe 
Matters increaſed, their Regard for moral Go. 
neſs decayed, till at length they mmm 
ly degenerate. 


But how were they checked and controlled 
in the midſt of their flagrant Impieties? Why 
the Providence of God raiſed up certain Deiſs in 
the Character of Prophets, who were to effect this 
by preaching Repentance, and denouncing the 
: Judgments of God againſt ſuch as continued in 
their wicked Ways. How! you will ſay, 
do you call the Prophets Deiſts? Why? they 
were Men who had an extraordinary and divine 
Commiſſion, and cannot, with any Propriety, be . 
called Daa * 


I grant that, with reſpect to their — 
future Events, ſuch as Famines, Peſtilences, Wars, 
Captivities, and other unforeſeen Contingencies, 
theſe things were done merely by virtue of their 

prophetic Character; and in this Senſe they were 
not merely Deiſts, but acted ina Sphere beyond them. 
For Deiſin is confined to narrower Bounds, afford- 
ing no further Inſight into Futurity, than what 
may be collected from natural Conſequences and 
human Probabilities. But though it muſt be al- 
lowed that they had an extraordinary Commiſſion, 
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yet the Purport of their Meſſage was little elſe 
but pure Deiſm. 


They were ſent with no new Revelation, or to 

teach any other Religion than what had been he- 

fore received, but only to bring the HMaelites 

back to the primitive Standard of their own Re- 
ligion; to revive in their minds what had been 

almoſt loſt, a Senſe of moral Goodneſs : So that 
though they differed in their prophetical Capacity, 
yet as Reformers, Inſtructors, or Preachers of 
Righteouſneſs, they were, to all Intents, Deiſts. 


In the Decline of the Fewiſh Nation, a univerſal 
Depravity had prevailed through the whole Land, 
both in Church and State. Luxury and Venality, 
Pride, Oppreſſion, Injuſtice, and Rapine, were 
grown to ſo monſtrous a Pitch, as to threaten the 
entire Ruin of that People. All Orders and De- 
grees of Men amongſt them were ſunk into theſe 
Vices, and ſinned with a high Hand. Princes, 
Prieſts, Prophets, and the whole Body of the 
Rulers, combined together in moſt cruel and op 
preſſiwe Actions. Wonderful and horrible Things 
evere done in the Land; the Prophets prophefied 
 falſly, and the Prieſts bore rule by their means, and 
(what was a ſtrange Infatuation) ihe People loved 
to have it ſo, were pleaſed and contented with 
their Chains and Fetters. | 


This is a Species of Deluſion peculiar to prieſt- 
ly Government, aſſiſted by Lies and falſe Pro- 
pheſyings. For we muſt note that there were falſe 
Prophets 
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Prophets as well as true, Diviners, Wizards, Pro- 
phets of Baal; Men who had not the leaſt Tinfure 
of Deiſm in them. Theſe Prophets, inſtigated 
by worldly Motives, fell in with the eſtabliſhed 
Errors of the Times, ſupported them by Craft 
and Violence, and, with great Spite and Malice, 
oppoſed and counter-worked the true Prophets 
of the Lord. The Jewiſh Nation in generalwere 
indeed highly exaſperated againſt them, for their 
bold and undaunted Courage in reprehending 
Vice, and expoſing Fraud and Corruption am 

all Ranks and Degrees of Men; for they Ped 
neither Prieſts, Princes, nor Rulers. #1 


But as the principal Abuſes ee * 
were tranſacted by their ſpiritual Leaders, who were 
intruſted with the Law, who were the only Teachers 
and Expounders of it, and which they had noto- 
riouſly perverted ; fo the principal Blame is laid 
to their Charge, and the heavieſt - Accuſations 
brought againſt them. This, in a particular 
Manner, excited the Rage and Reſentment of the 
1 Prieſts, Prophets, and whole Levitical Order; 

they loaded the true propbets with all kinds of un- 
juſt Reproach; treated them as Enemies to Reli- 
gion, Diſturbers of the public Peace, and, 

a word, became their n. inveterate * bloady 
Perſecutors. | Ka 


This aruel Treatment did 1 1 on) 
meet with, and for no other Reaſon, but for their 
| honeſt endeavours to diſcountenance Vice, ſub- 


vert en, enn Truth and Virtue, Our 
| iy Savioun 
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$aviout often obſerved that the ſame cruel Spirit 
of Perſecution ſubſiſted in his Days, among the 
ſame Order of Men ; and that as they had, in 
former Times, perſecuted and put to death the 
Prophets and wiſe Men, ſo they diſcovered a like 
Spirit of Rage and Bitterneſs againſt himſelf and 
his Diſciples. - And it is, I thiok, no ſmall Con- 
firmation of my Argument, that the Prophets, or 
wiſe Men of old, were looked upon with the ſame 
evilEye, and branded with the ſame evil Deſigns 
by the ruling Prieſthood, as Deiſts, or ſuppoſed 
Deifts, have been ſince. Whilſt they intended 
only a Reformation of the moſt flagrant Errors 
and Abuſes, cruel Oppreſſions and immoral Prac- 
tices, they were deemed Subverters of Religion, 
ſeditious, turbulent and profane Men. Their 
great Wiſdom and Underſtanding (for no doubt 
they were called wiſe Mex on Account of their 
eminent Abilities) their upright and juſt Deſigns 
were over-looked, or traduced, and they were re- 
preſented as having no other Aim, but the Sub- 
verſion of every Thing that was good and ſacred. 
The ftronger Arguments they produced in be- 

half of real Religion, the more cloſely they rea- 
ſoned on this Subject, and ſhewed the evident 
Neceſlity of reforming. Abuſes and Corruptions ; 
- fo much the more they provoked their Adverſa- 
ries, and their Reſentment fell with heavier 
Weight upon them. fo org ag ep 
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Thus then it appears, that though the ancient 
Prophets cannot, in every Reſpect be ſaid to be 
Deiſts; that is, Men who propagated true Religi- 
| 5 | on 
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on from no other Conſiderations than what natu- 
ral Light afforded ; yet the Propagation of Truth 
and moral Goodneſs, in Oppoſinon to Fraud and 
Impoſture, was their main and principal Object; 
and in this they perfectly agreed. 


It would exceed my intended Limits, to mul- 
tiply Inſtances, which are numberleſs ; but what 
can be more conſonant to the Principles of 8 
Deiſm, than that well known Expoſtulation of th 
Prophet Micab, which concludes in theſe Words: 
He hath fhewed thee, O Man! what is good, and 
what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do juſtly, 
love Mercy, and walk humbly with thy God? The 
Prophet Feremiah likewiſe, whilſt he was endea- 
vouring to abate the intemperate Zeal of the 
Jews concerning their Temple Worſhip, ſhewed 
them the extreme Folly and Vanity of truſting 
to this Zeal; and the real Neceſſity of reforming 
and amending their Lives. | 


But it will be needleſs to prove further, what is 
in itſelf ſo very plain, that the chief Concern of the 
Prophets was to revive in the Minds of the diſſo- 
late and abandoned Jews, ſuch Principles of moral. 

Goodneſs, as their own Religion laid the greateſt. 
| Streſs upon, and ſuch likewiſe as their own natu- 
ral Senſe of things would have dictated to them, 
if they had not been abominably ſeduced and 
corrupted by their falſe Guides. And thus far 
they purſued the ſame Deſign, though in a dif- 
ferent Manner, from * Deifts have done, _ : 
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this has occalioned a remarkable Difference be- 
tween them. 


The Deiſt having no Pretence to ſupernatural 
Inſpiration, enforces his Documents with no 
other Arguments than what calm and ſober Rea- 
ſoning affords ; Arguments drawn from the appa- 
rent Conſtitution of Things, and the natural No- 
tions all Men have of moral Good and Evil. And 
bn this ground he may appeal, warmly. ap- 
peal, to the Reaſon and Conſciences of Men, 
who, were they not hindered by Prejudices, muſt 
immediately acknowledge the Truth of Prin- 
ciples thus ſupported, And although the Dei 
can pretend to no ſupernatural Inſpiration, yet 
he may, in ſome Senſe, be ſaid to be inſpired, * 
divinely inſpired, with a real Love of Truth and 
Virtue, though not in that extraordinary and ſu- 
pernatural Way as the Prophets were. 


The Prophets were ſent forth in the Power 
and Spirit of the Lord, to declare to ] acob - their 
Tranſgreſſions, and to the Houſe of Iſrael their Sins : 
To oppoſe with a high Hand that Torrent of 
Wickedneſs which had brought the whole Jew- 
iſh Nation to the Brink of Deſtruction. This 
1 accordingly worked mightily in them, 

o- operated with, aſſiſted, and encouraged them. 
\' Be norwithſtanding they were moved with ex- 
traordinary Zeal and Fervour, yet we are not 
to look upon them as mere Machines; they ſtill 
rad; the Character of . of wiſc, Ry, 
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and rational Men, who invariably purſued a 
laudable and worthy End. 


Their Stile indeed, and Manner of Addreſs, 
appear ſometimes wild and extravagant; they 
made Uſe of ſtrong figurative Expreſſions, and 
metaphorical Alluſions, and adapted their Lan- 
guage, which, upon the whole, was very ner- 
vous and pathetic, to the Faſhion and Exigence 
of the Times. The Perſons to whom they were 
ſent, were ſo far hardened in Wickedneſs, that 
a cool ſedate Way of Reaſoning would have had 
little or no Effect upon them. Something more 
alarming was neceſſary to excite the Attention of 
ſo obdurate and ſtiff: necked a People as they are 
repreſented to be. Accordingly they were war- 
ranted to denounce ſevere Woes againſt them, 
and heavy Judgments ready to fall upon them, 
in caſe, they did not repent, and turn from the 
EX of their Ways. 


| They foretold, in particular, the Deſtruction 
that was then happening towards them; that 
their Holy City and Temple, wherein they truſt- 
ed, ſhould be utterly deſtroyed; that them- 
ſelyes ſhould be carried away into Captivity, and 
ſuffer grievous Bondage in a ſtrange Land; that 
they "ſhould be diſperſed and ſcattered like a 
Whirkoind thro' all Nations. And finally, they 
foretold, that a mighty Prophet ſhould arile 
amongſt them, whom they deſcribed by various 
Names and Characters, who would teach them 


the Ways of Rightcouineſs, and to whom, if 
| H 2 Shay 
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hd would hearken, they ſhould be again a 
flouriſhing and happy people. 


This is the Sum of the Prophets extraordinary 
Commiſſion, and this they executed in a Manner 
peculiar to the prophetic Character; but ſo far 
difered from Enthuſiaſts, as their main and prin- 
cipal Deſign was honeſt, juſt, and open. En- 
thuſiaſm and Impoſture were indeed the very 
Things they contended with. The enthuſiaſtic, 


falſe Prophets, and a corrupt impoſirig Prieſt- 


hood, were the Objects of their very great 
Diſlike. Theſe were the Perſons they bitterly 
exclaimed againſt, and ſhewed their utmoſt Ab- 
horrence of; as Ringleaders and Seducers into 
Error and Wickedneſs, as Men who laid the 
Foundation for all thoſe enormous Vices com- 
plained of, and which proved in the End the 
total Overthrow of the Jewiſh Nation. 


I proceed, in the next Place, according to the 
Order propoſed, to give a general View of Chriſ- 
tianity, as contained 1 in the Scriptures. 


This is a Subject which has been variouſly 
handled, according to Mens different Notions 
and Prepoſſeſſions. Even Chriſtians, , whoſe | 
fundamental Opinion it is, that the Scriptures. . 
ought to be their only Guide in all religious 
Enquiries, have yet vaſtly differed in their, Sen- 
timents, Explications, and Concluſions drawn 
from thence, The firſt Step therefore that 
ſeem neceſſary, in order to give a fair and ge- 
nuine 
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nuine Account of Chriſtianity, is to diveſt the 
Mind (as far as may be) of all Prejudices and 
Prepoſleſſions. To ſet aſide all human and de- 
viſed Schemes, which have no View to elucidate 
and explain Chriſtianity; and are ſo far from an- 
ſwerng ſuch an End, that they rather perplex and 
confound the inquiſitive Mind, caſt a Miſt, as it 
were, before it, and make the Scriptures appear in a 
fallacious Light. Such Schemes have indeed ſerved 
to magnify the Learning, Ingenuity, and inven- 


tive Faculties of their Authors; but have added 


neither Strength nor Beauty to Chriſtianity. So 
far are they from affording any Support to the 
Chriſtian Religion, as founded in the Scriptures, 


that the Scriptures have been miſerably tortured 


to ſupport them. 


What vaſt and numerous Syſtems of this Kind 
have learned Heads produced ! Syſtems wherein 
Religion has been dreſſed up in as many diffe- 
rent Forms as the Fancies, Humours, and po- 
litical Intereſts of very different People have ſug- 
geſted. What infinite Miſchiefs have accrued 
to Religion from theſe corrupt Fountains, 
is very obvious to Men of the leaſt Reflection. 
How has the Religion of Jeſus Chriſt, molt 


plain and ſimple in itſelf, been clouded with 


yſteries, wrapped up in dark, obſcure Terms 
of ſcholaſtic Invention; meer unmeaning Sounds, 
and verbal Diſtin&tions ! What endleſs Diſputes 
and Contentions have ariſen from no other Ori- 
ginal, on the moſt trifling and 'frivolous Oe- 
caſions ! Diſputes, moſt unimportant in Pr rw 
f > elves, 
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ſelves, but of how fatal and dreadful Conſe- 
quences to the Chriſtian World, the Hiſtory of 
all Ages will teſtify, 


Let us then turn our Eyes from this Scene of 
Miſchief and Confuſion, with only this one ob- 
vious Remark : That certainly Jeſus Chriſt never 
intended his Religion ſhould be exhibited to the 
World in ſo different a Garb, from that in which 
it firſt made its Appearance, That his Religion, 
free of itſelf from all outward Pomp or inward 
Guile, ſhould be transformed into a Science, dreſ- 
ſed up in the falſe Trappings of pedantic School 
men, and become ſubjected to the low Artifices 
of ſophiſtical Wranglers. Hinc illLe lachryme / 
Here commence the greateſt Evils that have 
for a long Time diſgraced Chriſtianity. Evils 
foreſeen and lamented at a Diſtance, by one of 
the greateſt of the Apoſtles, and moſt zealous | 
Aſſertors of the Doctrines of his divine Maſter ; 
and which have frequently been the juſt Complaint 
of good Men, and ſincere Lovers of Chriſtianity #. | 


Now as all popular Religions are more or leſs 
contaminated with this Evil, and ſunk into ma- 
nifold Abuſes which have ariſen from it; ſo it 
will be in vain'to look for pure Religion in the 
Tenets of any one particular Se& or Party of 
Chriſtians, They are all in ſome Meaſure cor- 
rupt, and gone ont of the Way, And therefore 


This diſputatious Humour, the natural Conſe- 
quence of thoſe Corruptions, gave Riſe to that moſt 
juſt, tho' ſevere Apothegm, aſcribed to Sir H. /Yotton. 
Diſputandi Pruritus g Scabies Eccleſiæ. Pn 
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are not by any Means to be implicitly followed, 
or their Opinions received in the Groſs; but 
muſt be examined with Care and Caution, before 
they are admitted into the Number of our Cre- 
| ende. Or we Joy ke Streſs ** them. 


© Chriſtianity then, in its original pu is no 
where to be found but in its ariginal State: 1 
mean in the Goſpels of Jeſus Chriſt, and in the 
Writings of his Apoſtles. But what Hopes, 
you will ſlay, can we conceive of avoiding Error 
by examining the Scriptures, if all Men have, 
erred who have made the Scriptures their Rule? 
This looks as if there was ſome unſurmountable 
pin 3d in underſtanding the AE as FO 
ought to be wackere * | 


A — S : T hat to 6 wholly, Tree from Fad 
is a. Condition not attainable in this Life by any 
Means, or by any Endeavours that we can uſe. 
Nevertheleſs, We may, by an upright Uſe of the 
F aculties God has given us, arrive. at. ſuch. a 
Knowledge of true Chriſtianity, : will preſerve, 
us from all dangerous Error, anſwer all the 
Intentions of this Religion, eas to our pre- 
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he = I wy not ſay that all Men haxe. 4 
"hd haye made the Scriptures their Rule, means: 
that by making the Scriptures . their Rule, 
Y chave been led into Errors; hut that all- 
Parti of Chriſtians have more or leſs. erred, as 
: they haye departed from: this Rules, and ſubmit- 
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ted to other Authorities, It is well known, that 
the largeſt Body of Chriſtians in tho World have, 
to all uſeful Intents, ſet the Scriptures wholly 
aſide, having denied the Uſe of them to thoſe 
for whoſe Uſe they were chiefly intended. And 
accordingly Chriſtianity, as taught and practiſed 
amongſt them, has a very different Appelt from that 
which is delivered to us in the New Teſtament. 
Other Chriſtians, who have differed ſo much in their 
Sentiments from the former, with regard to the 
Seriptures, as to have made it a principal Ground 
of their Separation from them; Chriſtians, 
whoſe diſtinguiſhing Article of Belief it is, that 
the Scriptures, and nothing but the Scriptures, 
ought to be the Foundation of their Religion 
both in Faith and Practice; have notwithſtand- 
ing ſtrangely forgot themſelves on this Head, and 
| departed, in abundance of Inſtances, from the 
plainneſs and eie of Veriptars Doctrines. . 


- Theſe Things are no Proof at all, aint the 
Scriptures are difficult to be underſtood ; or 
that they are not a ſafe. and ſufficient Guide for 
us, if we would honeſtly attend ta them. But, 
this they evidently prove, the Inconſtancy and 
Fickleneſs of human Reſolution, how wavering 
and unſtable the Mind of Man is, and how li- 
able to be peryerted and drawn aſide from the 
the beſt and wiſeſt Principles and Profeſſions. 
This is what we muſt needs acknowledge, when 
we conſider Proteftatits deviating, ſo much from 
their original Conſtitution; laying other Foun- 
CO” * other ee and _ | 
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to other Helps and Supports than what the * 


_ Scriptures afford them. 


Leet us not then be A from a 4 
ful Enquiry into the Scriptures, for the Grounds 
of our Religion; for tho' Sects and Parties of 


yet it has fared otherwiſe with private and diſ- 
intereſted Men, who have had no falſe Bias up- 
on their Minds. Thoſe who ſeek the Truth in 
the Love of it, will be ſure to find ſo much of 
it as will redound to their great Comfort and Sa- 
tisfaction, and eſtabliſh their Minds on a ſolid 
and laſting Foundation. A Foundation not li- 


able to be removed by the idle Breath of Man, 
or ſubverted by crafty Deceivers. And ſurely. 


Men may have univerſally failed in this En- 
quiry, for Reaſons very obvious to be known, 


15 


this is a State of Mind worth ſome Pains to ac- 


quire; eſpecially when we may be certain we 


ſhall not miſs of it, if we lay aſide ſuch Preju- 


dices as are the only Impediments to it. 


As the Goſpel was deſigned for the Poor and 
Ignorant, as well as the Wiſe and Learned; fo 
no - extraordinary Talents, no- learned Endow- 


ments, are required fully to underſtand | it. I ſay 
fully to underſtand it; for whatever Doctrines 
may be pretended to be founded on Chriſtianity, 
and at the ame Time are raiſed and refined 


above the Level of common Underſtanding, 
they are no longer the Doctrines of the Goſpel, 


but ſomething foiſted into the Room of them, 
to 1 deceive, and draw Men aſide into 
I 


Party- 
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Party- Errors and Diſtinctions. To prevent De- 
ceptions of this Kind, we ſhall be naturally led 


to diſtinguiſh betwixt that Variety of Matter 
contained in the Scriptures, even in the New 


Teſtament itſelf, and the plain Truths of the 


Goſpel. The former may, in many Inſtances, 
be quite unintelligible, but the latter, we ate 
aſſured, are obvious to the meaneſt Capacity; 
being bid from none that are not wilfully blinded 


fi their own ee . 1 bad — 
tions. 


5 

hiv "ad with all thoſe diſhonet, „hae; 
and abhorred Inſinuations, that ir is nec 
there ſhould be two Religions; the one' ſuited 
to the low Capacities, narrow Minds, and blind 
Prejudices of the Vulgar ; the other to the re- 


fined Sentiments, and -more extenſive — 
of Men of FR,” E _ ; 


Chriſtianity gives no C ountenance- to — 
ſuch hateful Diſtinctions. If vulgar Minds are 
blinded with Prejudices, ' whence do theſe Pre- 
judices ariſe ? Are they more natural to them 
than to others? Not at all. Prejudices are in all 
Men alike difficult to be overcome, where they 
are ſtrongly rivetted, and they produce in all 
the ſame Effects; that is, they reduce the Mind 
to the ſame uneafy and unnatural State; a State 
of abſolute Bondage, which Men could not 
be brought into, without having much Art 
practiſed apon them. If therefore there are 
a amongſt che loweſt Rank of Chriſtians who 


ate really ignorant R the true Religion, it muſt 
| | be 


9 


| 


* 
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be owing to other Cauſes, than either the Want 
of Capacity, or the Difficulties that attend the 
Underſtanding of it. It muſt be owing, in 
ſhort, to their Minds being ſeduced and diverted 
another Way, and having ſuch Thoughts in- 
ſtilled into them, as are quite foreign to Reli- 


Now, in order to receive the plain and ſimple 
Doctꝛines of Chriſtianity, all ſuch foreign Mat- 
ters muſt be diſcarded, that the Mind may 
with unprejudiced Freedom, and tafily recur to 
ſuch Principles, as, being originally engtayed in 
the Hearts and Conſciences of all Men, are fome- 
times called An Principles. Theſe Principles 
being implanted in our Nature, are likewiſe cal- 
led Natural Religion, and are the very Fame 1 
underſtand by Deir,” as they ſpring” immedi. | 
ately from God, and are by him interwoven in 
i *our” very" Frame” and Confticution,”” By theſe 
& Principles the Mind is ſtrongly impreſſed with 
à⁊ Senſe of God himſelf, as the Authar and Fa- 
ther of the Univerſe; as a Being infinitely wiſe, 
oft, and merciful. And as theſe PetfeRions in 
a limitec Degree, are likewiſe implanteg in the 
Nature of Man, hence ariſes his Capacity for wo- 
ral Iprovements,” and his religious Obliga- 
tions? For that inward Conſclouſnels which every 
Man feels in his own Breaſt, approving or con- 
demnimg him as he acts accoHing | to o fol Du Du- 
ties, or contrary to them, is a plaig emonſtra- o 


tion that it is che Will of God "hat ale oh * 
de theRale of his" eons,” n 


: (68) 

But ſome will object, that this i» to make 
Religion conſiſt wholly in Morality, Very true; 
and if this is not the Caſe even with Chriftianity, 
1 have certainly undertaken a wrong Cauſe, and 
can never make out that near Alliance betwixt 
Cbriſtianity and Deiſm, which I have propoſed to do. 
But if it can be proved, that the whole Deſign of 
the Chriſtian Religion is to inſtruct Men in the 
true Nature of God, and to diſplay his abundant 
Mercy in making a Revelation of his Will, con- 
formable to the natural Obligations of Mens own 
Conſciences, then my Argument holds good, 
and rut 3 5 "ey nne ag ate * 
e n . 
NN a 
| That * eee was n a 
Privilege of this Kind, and to propoſe a Religion 
to the World plain and eaſy in itſelf, and level 
to the - Capacities of all Men, is evident from 
the Prophecy of Jeremiah, where, ſpeaking of 
the Goſpel-Times, he ſays +: This ſhall be the 
Covenant that I will make with the Houſy Iſrael, 
after thoſe Days, ſaith the Lord. I will put my 
Law in their inward Parts, and write. it in their 
Hearts, and T will be their God, and they W be 
34 People. And - they ſball teach no more ev 
bin ee for | they ſpall ul know me 
ile lea of. them unte 'the greateſt | of them, 
ub ub Tard. This P is quoted in the 
Epiſtle to che Hebrews, as being fulfilled by the 
[Chriftian Rovelation,'” And tho! we may not un- 
oe it ſo literally, as to fu that all In- 
n. the Tan nr, and 
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the miniſterial ' Function itſelf uſeleſs, yet thus 
much undoubtedly is to be underſtood by it, 

that the whole Chriſtian Law (i. e.) all Obliga- 

tions enjoined by God - himſelf in that Diſpenſa- 
tion, conſiſts in ſuch Duties only as the uncor- 
rupted Mind immediately aſſents to as fit and 
reaſonable. And theſe muſt be Duties of a mo- 

ral Nature; for no other can be ſaid to be writ- 

) ten oem and eee be 


ei A Diſpenſers of; Chriſtian Dofrines 
thereford!: who commend themſelves to the Con- 
ſciences of all Men, by explaining and enfore- 
ing moral Duties, are ſuch as truly preach Chxiſt, 
and benefit their Hearers who attend them with 
Pleaſure and Advantage. But ſuch as lead their 
Hearers aſtray from theſe Paths of Truth and 
| Righteouſneſs, never fail to bewilder their Minds, 
and ſometimes render them the moſt miſerable f 
all human Beings : For, in ſhort, if Religion 
does not conſiſt in Moraliiy, it may conſiſt in 
any Thing. And what a Field does this afford 
for Deluſion and Impoſture, when Men may 
N ranmm of God dn, 3 
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Men therefore wo derwdicmlity as an inſu- 
5 Thing, and have ſomething elſe to pro- 


0 f greater 1 do, in Effect, 
8 — this Language. « Forſkke. the Religion 
of God's Appointment, and adhere to one of 


0 Man's.“ It is with much the ſame Kind of 
Aſſurance, - that Men decry Reaſon, that you 
may be by them. For Morality is, in 
Truth, nothing elſe but FOO 3 to Prattice. 


But 


(70) 

Hut to come more particularly to the Point 
| propoſed, that is, to give à general View of 
Chriſtianity as contained in the Scriptures. By a 
general View, 1 mean a View of its principal De- 
ſign and Intention: and this is to be learned 
by conſidering thoſe Things whereon Chriſtianity 
lays the greateſt Streſs, which it moſt frequent- 
ly inculcates, and with the greateſt Earneſtneſs. 
For tho' various Matters are treated of in the 
Scriptures, and all have their Importance in ſome 
Degree, yet there is a Spirit and Manner in all 
Writings, which plainly point out the Writer's 
principal Aim and Intention. And this is as 
viſible in the Scriptures, as in any Writings what- 
ever, and cannot be miſſed by the upright En- 
quirer. The having a proper Regard to this, 


will be the moſt likely Means to keep us from 
Error, and eſtabliſn us in true Religion: For 


*whilft the Mind is invariably fixed on ſuch im- 
portant Truths in Chriſtianity, of which there is 
the vtmoſt Aſſurance that God is the Author, 
bi Foundation of God will and fare, and all 
Odjections that can be 6 oppoſes, will never be 


able to overturn it. , 204 HAT ee _ 2922 
allowed e. __ way Mit 
, ariſing from falſe Copies, 


_ MiF-trat ions, or any other Cauſe ſuppoſed to 
be inert; for I do not "apprehend, that the 


very Words and Fhraſes of Scripture were dic- 


tated by an infallible Spirit to the Writers of 
them, and therefore ſome Miſtakes in Matters 


of ſmall Importance may be allowed, without 


inva- 


(71) 
invalidating Goſpel-Truth ; and without al- 
lowing this, I do not ſee how a Multitude of 
Scripture- Contradictions can be reconciled, 


It is the general Scope and Deſign of See. 
ture, that we are chieſy to regard. The railing 
Doctrines from ſingle Texts miſapprehended, or 
wilfully perverted, has tended to the great Con- 
fuſion of Chriſtianity, By purſuing this Method, 
Men have erected Schemes and Syſtems directly 
contrary to the Spirit and Genius of this Reli 

ion ; have devolved the whole Power and Au- 
thority of Chriſt on themſelves ; Nay, have aſ- 
ſumed a Power to themſelves, which Jeſus Chrift 
never claimed nor exerciſed ; and indeed could 
not do it conſiſtently with his being a true. Meſ- 
ſenger from God; for if we may ſay of Gad 
himſelf, that he cannot be Evil, cannot act un- 
juſtly or injuriouſly ; if we can affirm, that 
Right and Truth are the invariable Meaſure of 
the divine Actions, certainly we may conclude, 
that no Authority derived from God, no Religion 
of which he is the Author, can bear evidentMarks 
of Injuſtice and Wrong. But what can be an 
Act of higher Injuſtice, or greater Wrong to 
Mankind, than to ſet up Claims of fpiritual 
Dominion over the Faith, Reaſon. and Conſci- 
ences of Men? A Dominion pretended to be 
derived from Chriſt, but in direct Oppoſition to 

his expreſs Commands; as I ſhall ſhew in the 
_ his Diſcourſe 3 oug to „en * 


Iſt. 


| N | H if} 
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1ſt, The Author of Chriſtianity, his Spirit 
and Character. N 


: 2dly, His chief Employment, or the principal 
Objett of his Preaching and inn. 


adly. The Liberty he aſſerted, and the Ad- 
vantages accruing from it. 


Firſt, let us conſider who was the 7 of 
Chriſtianity, what Spirit he was of, and what 
Character he bore. 


Jeſus Chrif, the Author and Finiſher of the 
Chriſtian Faith, is called likewiſe the Maſſab, 
the anointed of the Lord, the Son of God; and 
his Meſſenger to Mankind. He was propheſied 
of in the Old Teſtament, as one who was to be 
ſent into the World, and particularly to the 
Fewiſh Nation, on ſome great and important Er- 
rand. Accordingly our Saviour, when he entered 
upon his Miſſion, applied himſelf to the Fews, 
- and+endeavoured to convince them, by Argu- 
ments drawn from their own Scriptures, that he 
was iha. Prophet that was to come into the World. 
He -ſhewed, that the ſeveral Paſſages contained 
in their Prophets, relating tothe Meſſiah, whom 
they ſo much expected, were fulfilled -in him. 
And therefore required them to believe in him, 
as' that Meſſiah; and to hearken to his Doctrine, 
that they might receive the Benefit of his Inſtruc- 
tions, and be converted from their evil Ways. 
But the mean Appearance of our Saviour, his 


ob- 
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obſcure Birth and Education, were ſo much be- 
neath what the Jews expected in their Maſiab, 
that they were filled with bitter Prejudices againſt 
him, and N few of them belong nero 


For this Reaſon our Wie W > _—_ 
againſt Unbelief and*Hardneſs of Heart, and 
inſiſts ſo much on the Virtue and Ne 
of Faith; not becauſe Faith in him alone 
was ſufficient for Salvation, or that they would 
be damned merely for their Unbelief, but be- 
cauſe the neceſſary Conſequence of their Unbelief 
was their Continuance in Wickedneſs, of which, 
had they believed in him, they would have re- 
pented. It was their great Wickedneſs there- 
fore, their Pride, Injuſtice, Malice, and other 
Vices, that, properly ſpeaking, were the pro- 
curing Cauſe of their Damnation: For theſe 
Vices were the ſole Occaſion of their Unbelief, 
as they were hindered by them from all impartial 
Enquiry: into the Truth of his Doctrines and 
Miſſion; and on this Account it is, that Infide- 
lity is charged on them as criminal: but that our 
Lord did not condemn Men for mere Unbelief; 
appears in this, that he gave all due Encomi 
ums to Virtue and Goodneſs, wherever” he 
met with them. He taught his Diſciples: 
lowers to imitate worthy Actions,” and good Ex- 
_ amples, whetever they were to be ſound, and 
particularly recommended the Example of the 
good Samaritan, althe the Samaritans were 4 
* 1 or infidel Jes, much de- 
6 "wp - + „ » ſpiſed 


ſpite and hated.” Ant his probably was the 

why our Saviour pitched upon this Ex- 
ample, that he might expoſe the Folly and In- 
juſtice of ſuch Prejudices. It is certain that he 
expreſſed his Love and Approbation of every De- 
gree of Virtue wherever he met with it. So 
much more did he regard the Honour of 
his Father, and the Intereſts of true Religion, 
than his own Fame and Reputation. He ſought 
not his 0207. Glory, but 3 a: his the Father 
that ſent him. 


. This noble and dibntereſted Spiric accompani- 
ed his whole Miniſtration. He was poſſeſſed 
with ſuch unconquerable Love to Mankind, ſuch 
a Spirit of true Benevolence, that the moſt 
cruel Uſage be met with could not abate his Zeal 
and Ardour for doing good. He was the real 
Friend of Men, and endued from on high with "ih 
double Portion of the Spirit of his heavenly Fa- 
ther. His Wiſdom ſhone ih ſo bright a Luſtre, 
that his enemies were frequently confounded and 
put to ſilence by the Force of his Reaſon, the 
Clearneſs and Strength of his Arguments; tho 
at the ſame time they hated, en, and 
reviled him. As the Doctrines he taught were 
perfectly rational, ſo his Manner of Inſtruction 
was mild and gentle, ſuited to the Tempers and 
Capacities of his Hearers. Spiteful Cavillers, in- 
deed, and many more ſuch came to him, hom 
he uſed with becoming Aſperity, and expoſed 
| their,odious-and malicious Deſigns in ſtrong, Co- 
lui Hi Deck wo 10e under Suffer- 
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ings were moſt conſpicuous, and his whole Con- 
duct raiſed and exalted his Character beyond all 

human Example. His Friends admired, loved, 
and adored him. His Enemies could lay "nothing 
juſtly to his Charge that was really evil, and for- 
this Reaſon they aſperſed and vilified him, ſub- 
orned Witneſſes, and brought falſe Accuſations 
againſt him. They repreſented him as an Enemy 
to Society, an Incendiary, a Diſturber of the 
public Peace, a ſeditious and prophane Perſon, 
one that was a a Friend and Companion of wick - 
ed and diſſolute Men. In fine, the Chief - Prieſts 
and Rulers of the Synagogue, who were his moſt 

inveterate Enemies, raiſed ſuch Outcries againſt 
him, and ſpirited up the People in ſuch a 
Manner, that nothing would ſatisfy them but 
the Death of this moſt innocent and juſt Perſon. 
Thus they filled up the Meaſure of their own- 
and their Fathers Iniquities, by deſtroying. this 
true Man of God, the laſt and only Prophet that 
would be ſent unto them. an, 
CF] 44 | 
"" Secondly.” Let us conſider his chief nploy- 


ment, or the png Object bot his = 
Mimiſtry. 
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We are told a he went er e 108 
This was his whole Employment, and the good 
he did extended to the Souls and Bodies of Men. 
But his principal Care and Concern was employed 
in inſtructing the ignorant, and in reforming che 
Errors and Vices of Mankind. And that he 


2 lay a good Foundation in the Principles of 
K 2 his 


6 

his Heaters, coricetning the important Duties of 
Mora. his firſt Care was to rectify their No- 
cn regard to theſe Duties. To this End 
reached hi Wi Sermon on the Mount, wherein 
he wed 7 50 expatiates on them, and declares them 

to be 10 very Terms and Conditions of the Goſ- 
pel Covenant; and that without a uniform Re- 
rd to them no Man ſhould enter into the King- 
om, of Heaven. Not ſuch an imperfect and 
partial Regard as the Scribes and Phariſees taught, 
who had, in a great Meaſure, rendered them of 
none Effect; but a conſtant, fixed, and habitual 
4 5 according to the Purity of their Triten- 


tion, an ag perpetual. 3 of moral 
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Our 7 being ſent, as he tells us, to the 
ft Sheep of the Houſe of Iſrael, endeavoured, 
5 0 reat Tenderneſs and Zeal, to recover them 

tState of Blindneſs and Prejudice, to which 
dy, been reduced by their falſe Guides. 
more his Compaſſion was raiſed in Be- 
An of whe deluded Part of the People, ſo much 
the more hisIndignation was increaſed againſt their 
AIritual Conductors; who, for the ſake of filthy 
1 5 and the mean Ambition of domineering 
over their Conſciences, had corrupted their 
"Notions of Religion, and inſtilled A = 4.4 
cuments into them. 


*. "They nad in 4 great Medfore, 4s 1 have ſaid, 
"withdrawn their Regards from the righteous ahd 
unefring Laws of God, and fixed them on them- 


(elves, 
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ſelves, and their own vain Traditions and In-/ 
ventions. They magnified themſelves and their 
ſpiritual Functions — all reaſonable Bounds, 
and claimed an undue Submiſſion from the Peo- 
ple. Lifted up, as they were, with intolerable 
Pride and Haughtineſs, on Account of their 
ſpiritual Dignities, they never thought the Sub- 
miſſion of the People low enough, or that they 
had ſufficient Homage paid to them. They acted 
not in their proper Stations, as Guides and In- 
ſtructors, but ſet up themſelves as abſolute Dic- 
tators, Maſters, and Governors; and accordi ng- 
ly decided, in Matters of Conſcience, in an ar- 
bitrary and unjuſt Manner; not according to the 
Dictates of right Reaſon, and the Laws of Hy- 
manity and Charity, but as beſt ſuited their 
own ſecular Intereſts and political Views, Such 
abominable Caſuiſts they were, as to prefet their 
| own. canonical Decrees, as they may not unfitly be 
called, to the indiſputable Laws of Heaven, and 
the moſt obvious Dictates of natural Conſcience. 
Thus they ſet up a moſt abſolute eccleſiaſtical 
Tyranny, and reduced the People to the moſt 
-abje& State of Bondage, that of ſpiritual Bon- 
dage ; ſo much worſe and more intolerable than 
any other Sort, as it fetters the Mind, obſtructs 
the free Uſe of the Underſtanding, and, of conſe- 


quence, ties Men down to e . 
and Slavery. | 


! 404124 1 


Men who have their Minds blinded and en- 
g laved i in this miſerable Manner, are no lon 
capable of Religion, I mean of what truly deſerves 


that 


1 
1 $491 


that Name., They are no more, nor better ho 
mere paſſive Tools, in the Hands of their ambiti- 
ous and imperious Maſters, who employ them at 


their, Pleaſure, to execute. their moſt unjuſt, cruel, 


and iniquitous Deſigns. Of this our 0aviour himſelf, 


his Diſciples, and all Oppoſers of ſpiritual Wicked- 


neſs have had conſtant ee 

— fawn 3 inform any one that rexds- bs 
Bible, that this is the Picture our Saviour himſelf 
gives of the Jets and their tyrannical Oppreſſors; 


nor need I ſay how much he condemns them for 


theſe vile Abuſes : 


Inſtances of this kind are in- 


numerable-; his Indignation was greatly raiſed 


againſt thees and he treats thom as the moſt no- 


torious C 3 and moſt injurious Wt 1 


e 
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1 would PA aſk thaw. How it is ale that 


any Man in his Senſes can believe, how any Man, 
not under the Power of ſuch Deluſion as I ave 
mentioned, can, I fay, poſſibly believe, that the fu- 
thor" of Chriſtianity would frame a Religion fra avght 
with the fame Abuſes he ſo abſolutely Cen,” 
and ſhewWed ſo juſt an Abhorrence of ? This be 0 
no Face * ae,. p a 
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ſpiritual Uſurpation, that no undue Authority can 
be exerciſed in his Church, without overturning 
the very Foundation of Chriſtianity. © Call, ſays 

he to his Diſciples, no Man Maſter upon ' Earth 


i, e. Place no implicite Faith in any "196 let his 
Character 


= 


| C03 
Character be ever ſo great, or his Station ever ſo 
high. As if he had ſaid, Remember they are but 
Men, liable to Neception themſelves, and to be 
biaſſed by ſuch Motives as may induce them 
to deceive others, and therefore put no entire 
Confidence in -th en. DO 
6:7 3 he q 74 1 „„ 8 9 dd 4 4 „ 
proceed to other Abuſes and Corruptions 
our Saviour complained of, and endeavoured to 
refed. ne mm 1 
As this exorbitant Power, claimed and ever 
ciſed by the Chief-prieſts and Rulers of the Jus, 
was injuſtifiable in itſelf, ſo it was maintained 
and kept up by the moſt flagitious and unwar⸗ 
rantable Means. Hypocriſy, falſe Zeal, unchari- 
table and narrow Opinions were the great Sup- 
ports of it. Our Saviour therefore with great 
Spirit attacks, and everlaſtingly condemns theſe 
notorious Vices. Nothing raiſed his Indignation 
to a greater Height, than that affected Sher 
of outward Sanity, which theſe ſpiritual Perſon - 
ages on all Occaſions diſcovered. _ Their odious 
Formality in their very Dreſs and Behaviour, 
their oſtentatious Devotion, their pompous Man? 
ner of performing religious Duties, even Works 
of Charity, were all calculated to captiyate weak 
and vulgar Minds, to inſpire them with high 
Opinions of their extraordinary Sanctity, and en- 
gage them to a more ſlaviſn Obſervance of them. 
They were, in Truth, as our Saviour alledges, 
ſo many Iaſtances of Pride, Deceit, and Hypo- 
ctiſy, whereby they chiefly aimed at worldiy p- 
25 5 7 F plauſe, 
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plauſe, and to eſtabliſh the undue Authority they 
had acquired over the Conſciences of Men. 


Such an utter Deteſtation did our Saviour bear to 
Hypocriſy, and to all the Forms and Appearances 
of it, that he ſtrictly warned his Diſciples to 
avoid it, to keep at the utmoſt Diſtance from it, 
and to perform none of their religious Actions 
in the Manner of theſe oftentatious People. In- 
deed thoſe who make a great external Shew of 
Religion are always to be ſuſpected of ſome baſe 
and underhand Deſign. Their Aim is to impoſe 
themſelves upon the World for better Men than 
they are, and ſometimes better than they poſſi- 
bly can be. Such an odious Diſguiſe is the 
religious Maſk of Hypocriſy! 


Again: Falſe Zeal had no ſmall Share in the 
Frauds and Impoſitions of theſe blind Guides, as 
our Saviour calls them. | 


| . Bobbie and falſe Doctrine are not to be 
maintained by Reaſon and Argument, fo there is 
no Wiſdom in attempting it. To bring abſurd 
and contradictory Schemes of Religion to the 
Teſt of Reaſon, is indeed to expoſe Mind avant 
neſs, and prejudice the Feng 
them. By contradifory —— Prom ge. gre not only 
ſuch Schemes as contradict themſelves, which is 
often the Caſe, but ſuch as contradi&t Reaſon 
and Common-ſenſe. Such Schemes myſt needs 
ſuffer by any rational Enquiry into them: And 
therefore the Propagators of them do all in their 
| | Power 


( 81 ) 


extolling Faith, by which they really mean Cre- 
dulity, (or an implicit Belief in their infallible 


Selves) for ſuch muſt all Faith be * 15 not 
fountles! in Reaſon. 


Now, as I have ſaid, Reaſon affording no Av. 
ance or Support to irrational Doctrine, there is 
another Thing that moſt readily offers itſelf on 
this Occaſion to ſupply" its Place, and will do 
the Buſineſs perhaps more expeditiouſly; and = 
that is à furious blind. Zeal, a Zeal without Khow- 
ledge, Conduct, or Diſcretion. To work Men 
up to this Zeal, their Paſſions only are to be 
addreſſed, their Judgments neglecled, or rather 
lulled affeep. In this Art of raiſing the Paſſions 
and exciting bitter Zeal, the Men I am fp: peaking 
of were great Proficients, and their Examples 
have been too ſucceſsfully followed by all-re 
ous Impoſtors, to the great Confuſion of * 
We and Hindrance of true Religion. 

- They fll the Mind with anke stofable Pe 
| dices againſt both Men and Things, and 
them from looking abroad for further Ligh 
and Inſtruction, than what their Teachers p 
to afford them. To effect this molt infamous 

Purpoſe,” many Arts have been uſed, and Devices 
found out. Opinions, moſt innocent in them- 
ſelves, and, perhaps, rational and well-groünded, 
haye been repteſented as: dangerous, heretical, 


and damnable. And Men who have rendered 
themſelves obnoxious,” * their obſtinate Adhe- 


rence 


1 


rence to Common - ſenſe and the Scri; 
had hard Names invented and faſtened upon them, 


9 


ptures, have 


contrary to all Truth and Juſtice.” Nay there 
have been Attempts to ſtigmatize, in this 
ſcandalous Manner, Men of the beſt and moſt 
worthy Characters; calling them who have been 
diſtinguiſhed for their eminent Chriſtian Virtues, 


your Moderationiſts and Sinceritans, Shameful 


and abominable! What is this but to ſatyrize 
Virtue itſelf? If Men who call themſelves or- 


'thodox Chriſtians do not bluſh at ſuch bare-faced 


Wickedneſa, they muſt be paſt all Peg: 


The Jeuiſb Leaders infuſed a large Share of 
this narrow Bigotry into the Minds of their 
Followers. When ſome of their Officers, whom 
they had ſent to apprehend Feſus, returned with- 
out executing their Orders, being convinced by his 
Doctrine that he was an extraordinary Perſon ; 
they ſay unto them, Are ye alſo deceived? Have 
any of the Rulers or Phariſees believed on him? 
But this People who knoweth not the Law are curſed, 
By the Law here the Phariſees could not believe 
the Law of God, for that our Saviour caught 
with great Plainneſs ; nor could they mean the 
Law of Moſes, for that likewiſe he obſerved him- 
ſelf, and taught his Diſciples ſo to do: They 
muſt mean then their own Interpretations of the | 
Law, and Additions to it. And theſe indeed he 
was not ignorant of, but heartily deſpiſed and 
contemned, and ſhewed, in many Inſtances, 
how contrary they were both to the Law of God 
and Moſes. „ they: taxed him and 


his 
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his Followers with Ignorance, becauſe they knew 
not the Law ; by this low Artifice endeavour- 
ing to prejudice Men againſt him, and hinder 
them from attending to his Inſtructions. 


The Fews were very remarkable for the Nar- 
rowneſs of their Minds and bigotted Opinions. 
They had ſuch a partial Fondneſs for themſelves 
and their own Nation, as to believe that the 
divine Being confined his Regards wholly to 
them, and left the Reſt of the World to periſh 
in Error and Ignorance. Now the Doctrines of 
Feſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles were intended to en- 
large their Minds, and to inſpire them with more 
juſt Sentiments of God's unverſal Goodneſs, 
When they boaſted to our Saviour that they were 
Abraham's Seed, ard enjoyed the Favour of God 
on that Privilege, he warned them not to value 
themſelves on that Account; for that God was 
able, even of Stones, to raiſe up Children unto 
Abraham. 5 
The Apoſtles likewiſe endeavoured to convince 
them that the Mercies and Favours of God were 
equally diſpenſed: That he was the God, not 
only of the Jews, but of the Gentiles alſo : And 
that in every Nation he that feared God and work- 
eth Righteouſneſs, would be accepted of bim. 


Chriſtianity is ſo far from foſtering Men in nar- 
row and uncharitable Opinions, that, on the 
contrary, the principal Deſign of it is, to enlarge 
the Mind, open the Underitanding, and _— x 

2 en 
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Men with univerſal Love and Benevolence. This 
is the very Eſſence of the Chriſtian Religion, 
and of more Importance than any ſpeculative Opi- 
nions whatever. Without this charitable Diſpo- 
ſition, all the reſt is nothing. Our Faith, 
tho! ever ſo great, our Knowledge, tho“ ever fo 
extenſive, and accompanied with the moſt ardent 
Zeal ; theſe, and whatever elſe may be added 
to adorn the Mind, and to improve its Faculties, 
are nothing; nothing but mere outſide Shew, 
and ſpecious Appearance: It is Charity only 
that gives Life, Vigour, Subſtance and Value 


to all che Thoughts, all the Words and Actions 
4 the Chriſtian. 


| This was that Foundation which was firſt laid 
by the Doctrines and Example of Jeſus Chriſt him- 
ſelf, who for this Reaſon is ſtiled by the Apoſtle, the 
chief Corner Stone of this Building, which Building 
being firly framed and compacted together by 
the indiſſoluble Bond of Peace, Love and Unity, 
groweth unto a holy Temple in the Lord. That this 
is the true Meaning of Jeſus Chris being the 
Head Corner Stone, or the Foundation of the Chriſ- 
tian Religion, needs no other Proof than the 
many corroborating Scriptures that may be 
produced to ſhew, that the Bond of Peace, 
whereby Unity was to be preſerved amongſt 
Chriſtians, conſiſted in a ſincere and cordial Af- 
fection, a true benevolent and charitable Diſ- 


poſition of Mind, and not in outward Confor- 
mity to Opinions. | 


Chriſ- 


(85) 

Chriſtians, even in the Apoſtles Days, dif- 
fered very widely in their Opinions ; and their 
Differences aroſe from much the ſame Grounds 
as they have done fince. The eating of Meats, 
the Obſervation, of Days, Rites, and Ceremonies, 
an over-zealous Attachment to their particular 
Leaders, and ſuch-like Subjects of Contention, 
which very Things have occaſioned fatal Diviſi- 
ons in later Ages, and were the principal Cauſes of 
the Diſputes and Diſſenſions in the Apoſtolic 
Age. And theſe Diſſenſions, as they were car- 
ried on with great Heat and Animoſity, might 
have ariſen to as great Height, if the Apoſtles 
had not interpoſed to prevent it. This they did, 

not by deciding in Favour of any of the Difpu. 
tants, for they condemned them all alike, as 
equally guilty of uncharitable Zeal. The Mat- 
ter of their Diſputes they treated with Neglect, 
as not worthy their Conſideration, but ſtrong 
recommended Love and Unity from the Ex- 
ample and Precepts of Chriſt, and the Gratitude 


they owed to. him for his tender 3 to- 
wards them +. | 


For Chriſtian Charity, we ſee, is no narrow, 
confined Thing, to be exerciſed only within the 
Bounds or Pale of that Church, or Communi- 
on wherein we are joined, and towards ſuch Per- 


+ On this ample Foundation was Chriſtianity eſtabliſhed 
by our Saviour and-his Apoſtles ; and no Reaſon can be al- 


ledged why it ſhould not be continued on the ſame exten- 
five Plan of Charity. 10 
ns 
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ſons only, who are of the ſame Sentiments. with 
ourſelves. It is iſſelf the very Eſſence and Sub- 
ſtance of Chriſtianity, and a benevolent Mind, 
and charitable Heart; the more univerſally exten- 
ded it is, ſo much the nearer it approaches to the 
Pattern of Chriſtian Perfection. For this Reaſon 
the Chriſtian Religion very early obtained the 
Name of Catholic, And no Doubt, but in the 
firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, when the Apoſtles and 
Primitive Chriſtians, who had imbibed a large 
Share of this amiable Spirit of their divine Ma- 
ſter, practiſed it accordingly, it juſtly deſerved 
that Title: A Title very expreſſive of that uni- 
verſal Harmony and Good- will, which our Saviour 
ever intended ſhould be the ever diſtinguiſhing 
Mark of his Religion. At preſent (ſuch is the un- 
happy Degeneracy amongſt Chriſtians) the Term 
Catholic Church, cannot with any Propriety be 
applied to any one Sect or Party of Chriſtians. 
That Church which has moſt confidently afſum- 
ed the Title, is perhaps the leaſt deſerving it 
of all others, for its narrow, uncharitable Opi- 
nions, and moſt bitter Enmity to Catholic Chriſ- 
tianity. The only Catholit Chriſtians, who can 
be very truly eſteemed fuch in the preſent State of 
Things, are thoſe wiſe and | good Men, of all 
Communions, who have not taken their Religion 
upon Truſt, nordepended wholly on the Autho- 
rity of their Leaders; but have examined the 
Principles they have been educated in, and have 
admitted ſuch only for the Rule of their Faith and 
Practice, as are agreeable to right Reaſon, and 
. primitive Standard of rheir Religion. And 
| this, 
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this, I think, coincides with the Proteſtant 
Opinion of the Catholic Church; meaning thereby, 
the whole Body of ſincere Chriſtians, i where- 
ever diſperſed. This however, is the only 
juſt Senſe in which we can conceive of 
Catholic Religion; and muſt be ſo till Chriſtianity 


ſhall be again reſtored to its original Purity and 


Simplicity: Thar is to ſay, till Men ſhall be con- 
vinced of their preſent Miſtakes, and believe 
a Religion of God's Appointment, unt 1 
one of Man' $ Invention. 5 

ibn da | 

1 proceed io the laſt Article 1 propa to treat 
of, and that is, 3dly. The Liberty that Jeſus 


Cbriſt aſſerted, and a E wn 


from it. 4 - 
And it cannot be — but tht it « Religioh 
founded, as Chriſtianity is, on the Dictates of 
Right Reaſon, and Mens own natural Notions 
and Apprehenſions of Things, muſt greatly im- 
prove their Happineſs, and add to their Satisfac- 
tion. Under the old Law many Things were 
enjoined which were not good; and ſuffered to be 
enjoined for this very Reaſon, by Way of Pu- 


., miſhment : for which Cauſe our Saviour called it 


«Yokecof Bondage. So numerous and burden- 


ſame were the Jem Rites and Ceremonies, and 
ſuch Exactneſs and Punctuality were required in 


the Performance of them, as laid the Founda- 

tion for much Uneaſineſs and Perplexity of Mind. 
Scrupulous Conſciences mult be filled with con- 
an * and Fears about the right Perform- 
ance 


* 
( 


Pp 
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ance. of their Duty, and become na 
pendent on their A Directors. 


| Now, by the coming of Jeſus Crip, or ra- 
ther, as we are told, by his Death and Crucifixion, 
theſe Things were entirely aboliſhed; this Law 
of carnal Ordinances was done away, being 
nailed to his Croſs : For tho? our Saviour made no 
Alteration in the external Part of the Jewiſb Re- 
gion, during his Life, yet he laid the Founda- 
tion for this Alteration, - by inſtructing his Diſ- 
ciples 1 in the Nature of true Religion, and point- 
ing out the many Corruptions that had been in- 
troduced into it. Agreeable therefore to his 
oyn Promiſe, that after his Death all Things that 
he had ſaid unto them ſhould be brou ght to 
their Remembrance, his Diſciples — — 
agreed that they were under no further Obliga- 
tion to obſerve the Law of Moſes. That a Reli- 


gion more. pure and ſpiritual, agreeable to the 


Perfections of God, and to the reaſonable Na- 
ture of Mankind, was to be propagated in the 
World. This beneficial Deſign of the Goſpel- 
Reformation opened to them by Degrees; 
for ſo —_ did the Diſciples. themſelves labour 


under Jeuiſb Prejudices, that a heavenly Viſion 


ſeemed neceſſary to convince them, that the Gen- 
' tiles were allo to be Partakers with them in 
Me Benefit of the nt: 


Aud now w having. the Spirit of Feſus Chrif for 
their Conductor, and being inſtructed and ani- 


mated thereby, they heartily ſet about propa- 
Weg? gating 


, 
» 
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gating his Religion. A Religion, as I have ſaid, 
wherein all ceremonial Rites were utterly to be 
aboliſhed, never to be revived again, or any 
Thing ſubſtituted in the Room of them: For if 
this was to be the Caſe, that the Jewiſh Cere- 
monies only were to be removed, and others 
as inſignificant and burdenſome, intro- 


duced into their Place; what Advantage 


would Religion receive from this; or what Ben- 
dage could Chriſtians be ſaid to be relieved from? 
This would be building again, as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks, the Things which were W 


The few poſitive Rives that our Saviour him- | 
ſelf had inſtituted, the Apoſtles obſerved ac- 
cording to their religious Intentions, ; which were 
explicitly deſigned for the worthy Ends of pro- 


moting brotherly Love, from the Conſideration of - 


Chriſf's great Love to Mankind; and to put 
thoſe in Mind who were initiated into his Reli- 

gion, of the Obligations they were under to fol- 
low his Example, and to conform themſelves to 
the moral Duties of the Chriſtian Profeſſion. Theſe 

Ends were expreſly declared to be the whole: In- 
tention of their Inſtitution. But what abſurd, ' 
ſuperſtitious, and idolatrous Notions, eſpecially - 
concerning the former of theſe Ordinances, have 


been ſince advanced, and even forced upon Man- 


kind, need not be repeated. The fatal Conten- 
tions they have raiſed, and the cruel; and bloody 


Effects they have produced, have been too ſe- 


3 men 


* 
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this of the miſchievous Conſequences of intermix- 
ing human Inventions with ſacred Inftitutions, and 
which ought to be conſidered as a perpetual Warn- 
ing to 8 to avoid ſuch i improper Mixtures. 


is, I think, very plain, that the Apoſtles or- 
dained none that might plbperly be fo called. 
Decency and Order they practiſed and recom- 
mended ; but enjoined no — and unalterable 
Forms of 
they did not think it neceſſary. And indeed as 
long as a Spirit of true Chriſtian Charity pre- 
vailed, and Men governed their Actions by an 


impartial Love of Truth, and a juſt Concern for 


the Support/ of Liberty and Virtue, Matters of 
this Kind, which related to external Worſhip, and 
the Government of Chriſtian Societies, might 


be ſafely left to human Diſcretion. Theſe Things 


are mutable in their own Nature, and muſt ne- 


ceſſarily be varied, if the Good and Edification 
of the Ch urch is conſulted, according to dif- 
ferent Places, Times and Circumſtances. Chriſ- 
tianity therefore, having ſecured the main Point, 
by inſpiring Men with the moſt juſt and bene- 
volent Diſpoſitions of Mind, and having laid 


down ſuch general Rules as cannot be 


from without forfeiting the Chriſtian Character, f 
has left Matters of mere nee to be ad. 


| og wy human Diſcretion. 


Not u n of the * — 


ate to be arbitrarily impoſed, according to the 
Hu- 


Ae n to the Matter eee un 


any Kind, and therefore it is certain 
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usbarr und Caprices of Men; ſince great A buſes 

might be committed under this Colour. But as 

the Peace and Order of Chriftian Societies are 

the ſole End of this Government, ſo they ought 

to be the ſole Objects in view, and ſuch Forms 

only eſtabliſhed as are the leaſt exceptionable, 9 
X (for nothing of this kind can be perfe&) and ſuit 

beſt with the Circumſtances and general Inclina- 

( tions of the People. The over-rating theſe human = 
Eſtabliſhments, or perſiſting in ſuth Parts of the m 
as are found manifeſtly erroneous, or defeRive, 
is doing great Prejudice to Religion, and cannot 
be — with either Honeſty or Prudence. 

It puts Men upon making Uſe of the worſt 

( ) Means that can be deviſed for the Support of 

Religion; I mean Force and Compalſian; for how- 
ever this may ſecure an outward Compliance, i 
is ſure to increaſe inward Diſlike and Animoſity, 75 
J think it is one of the ancient Fathers of the 
Chriſtian Church, who very wiſely and truly ſays, 
J Nec Religionis eſt cogere Religionem, quæ ſponte fuſe 
cipi debet, ſed non vi. But a certain Father of this 
Church, I mean the celebrated Aud Laud, 
ſeemed to entertain a very different Opinion. It 
is well known that this Prelate had à violent 
Fondneſs for. Ceremonies ; and, what is very 
ftrange, though in ſpeaking of their 'ihtrinſic 
Worth, he expreſſed himſelf with Contempt of 
them; yet contrary to the Spirit and Genius of 
the Times in which he lived, he ſet no Bounds 
to his Zeal in this Matter, but enforced them 1 
with all the Rigour and Severity of Law: His = 
Plea for them was, that they were the Guards of 9 
M 2 EKeligion; * | 
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Religion; but his own ſad Cataſtrophe, and the 
Ruin his over-heated Zeal for them brought 
upon himſelf and the whole Nation, prove, be- 
yond all Arguments, the Vanity of this Opinion 
Thoſe Matters of Form and Diſcipline, which 
are found neceſſary and convenient for the Main- 
tenance of public Worſhip, and which ſubſiſt 
ſolely. on human Authority, ſhould at all Times 
be — diſtinguiſned from ſuch Things, as 
are of divine Obligation. For if divine Worſhip 
itſelf ſhould be conſidered as the Means, and not 
the End of Religion, which is the true Notion of 
itz certainly thoſe Modes and Forms, which con- 
cern only external Worſhip, ſhould be conſider- 
<d as ſtill further removed from the Life and 
Subſtance of true Religion. And the conſider- 
ing them in their true Light will be the beſt 
means of preſerving Men from the Over-flow- 
ings of wngodly Zeal for theſe unimportant Mat- 
ters; and at the ſame time not leſſen their due 
Regard for what is reaſonable and Juſt.” 


As to Matters that concern Faith, Doctrine, 
Speculation, Principle, or Conſcience „theſe are 
Things wholly out of the Province of Men to 
meddle with; I mean in the Way of Govern- 
ment and Reſtraint. If a Man's outward Actions 
are ſober, juſt, regular, benevolent, and good, 
* theſe are the Fruits that Chriftianity requires; 
and our Saviour himſelf has aſſured us, if we 
will believe him, that they cannot ſpring from 4 
bad Root; and with this we ought to be ſatisfied. 
But what Mens inward Sentiments and Opinions 


are, 
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are, as we cannot poſſibly know them further 
than they are pleaſed to tell us, and as they may; 
2t the ſame time very eaſily deceive us, ſo we have 


no Buſineſs to enquire into them z it is indeed * 
little Concern to us. 


The Diſregard that has been ſhewed to this 
Matter, of the firſt Importance in Chriſtianity, has 
given great and juſt Grounds of Offence; as it 
has been the apparent Occaſion of much Difſi- 
mulation and Inſincerity. For whilſt Men have 
' ſet up Creeds, Confeſſions, and Articles of Faith, 
as the Teſts and Standards of true and orthodox 

Chriſtianity; (Things which Men of no Principle at 
all are perhaps the moſt ready to comply with, for 
which reaſon they can be no Security with Re- 

gard to the Matter intended) what is this, 
but to compel Men, in ſome Caſes, as it 
may be reaſonably thought, to do an Act of 
Inuncerity? However, we cannot ſay that this 
is the preſent Caſe with the Church of England. 
The Articles of Religion ſubſcribed by the 
Clergy, cannot, at this Day, with' any Juſtice, 
be looked upon as Teſts of Orthodoxy ; many 
of the Doctrines they contain being long fince 
exploded as unſpiritual and irrational. This 
muſt be acknowledged a ſufficient Reaſon for 
ſetting them aſide ; but why they ſhould be in 
any ſhape retained, may occaſion ſome Difficulty 
to conjecture. Since they cannot be Teſts of 
- Orthodoxy, they muſt be Teſts of ſomething— 
Perhaps of canonical Obedience? As ſuch let 

us leave them, with this Hope, that ſome Time 
„ : | ö or 


een 
or other it may happen, by the Grace of God, 
that Men may believe that Honeſty is the beſt 
Policy; and then we know what will be the Fate 


of them, and of all other Impoſitions of the like 
nature. 


Now Cbriſtian Liberty conſiſts in a perfect Free- 
dom from all Reſtraints of this nature; from all 
Impoſitions on the Conſcience, and forced Com- 
pliances with the Doctrines and Opinions of other 
Men. This is the Liberty that Cbriſtians were 
earneſtly exhorted to fand faſt in. They were 
fore warned, that artful and deſigning Men would 
employ all their Craft and Cunning to deprive 
them of it, and to bring them back to their for- 
mer State of Bondage; and therefore were to 
guard againſt this with the utmoſt Care and 
„ l 


This Liberty may be eſteemed the At 
Charta of Chrifians,. by which they hold their 
' moſt valuable Privileges, and therefore ought to 
be tenderly preſerved and carefully maintained. 
It 1s itſelf the higheſt Privilege that can be con- 
ferred on human Nature; an original Grant from 
the Supreme Being, ratified and confirmed by the 
2 and manifold Bleſſings are the Reſult of 

It is the ſureſt Bulwark againſt weak and 
ſuperſtitious Opinions, and not only ſecures the 
Mind from Error and Prejudice, but Truth itſelf 
can be honeſtly and fairly purſued on no other 
Terms. Where Opinions are forced upon Men, 
and they are not at Liberty to examine the 

Reaſon- 
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Reaſonableneſs of them, and reje& them when 
they are found wanting; the neceſſary Conſe- 
quence of this muſt be intellectual Blindneſs. And, 
as it is ſtrongly expreſſed by our Saviour, If the 
Light that is in Men be Darkneſs, how great is that 
Darkneſs! Even Truth itſelf, uſeful and valuable 
as it is, received on this Footing, can afford no 
juſt Satisfaction to the Mind. The Man who be- 
lieves implicitly may be compared to a Mariner, 
who, ignorant himſelf of Navigation, depends 
on the Skill and Integrity of another Perſon; - 
and ſteers after his Compaſs, He may be right; 
but where is the Comfort and Satisfaction that 
ariſes from a Certainty that be is ſo? This walk | 
be wanting, and involye his Mind in n | 
ty, But to return. | 


This glorious Liberty, as the Apoſtle ges it, 
aſſerted by the Goſpel, is ſo evidently taught in 
Scripture, not caſually and. incidentally, but 
conſtantly, repeatedly, and with ſo much godly - 
Zeal and Earneſtneſs, that we cannot doubt the 
Importance of it. And indeed Men who, con- 
trary to the expreſs, Docttines of the Apoſtles, = 
aſſert the wi Right of human Authority in 

ywiſe to reſtrain this Liberty, cannot hae 
learned their Opinions from the Seriptures, - but 
muſt have hearkened to other Inſtructors: For 
nothing is more certain, than that Chriſtians ate 


commanded to maintain it againſt all Oppoſets, 
and not to believe even an Agel aer NN 
* r a teach MORE coir. | 
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I ſhall only add, that this Liberty, aſſerted by 
the Goſpel, is not a Liberty, as the Apoſtle ob- 
ſerved, which tended to Licentiouſneſs ; nor does 
it make it a Matter of Indifference what Faith 
Men hold, or what Opinions and Sentiments 
they embrace. On the contrary, theſe Things are 
of the greateſt Importance to every Individual of 
Mankind, as they reſpect the State and Condition 
of their own Minde, and have an extenſive In- 
fluence over their Happineſs and Conduct. Men 
cannot therefore be too careful in forming right 
Principles, according to the Light and Kno-. 
ledge God has given them. And unleſs Prin- 
ciples are thus formed in the Mind by Mens own 
diligent Care and Conſideration, they deſerve not 
the Name of Principles, but are indeed mere - 
empty Notions, taken upon Truſt, and more 
N to ſerve for bad Purpoſes than good ones. 


This e e Char? Gatideadus: Gas 
lumny objected to Principles of Liberty and 
extenſive Charity, as if they tended to confoun d 
the eſſential Difference 2 Truth and Falſe- 
hood, and to ſet all Religions, and all Sentiments 
concerning Religion, upon an equal Footing, as 
equally acceptable to God. Sucha Principle as this 
is ſaid to be held by ſome Heathens, and may 

properly enough be called a Latitudinarian Prin- 
but it is in no-wiſe conſiſtent with Reaſon 

and Chriſtianity. - And therefore this hard Word, 
like many more of modern Invention, thrown 
at Men who have the moſt ſincete Regard for 
7 ruth and Chriſtianity, and * have expreſſed this 

| Regard 
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3 not in bare Words, e 4 
0 gent and upright Uſe of their Underſtandings 
i in the Search of Truth, are much abuſed 
when they are aſperſed in this Manner ; but the 
real Diſgrace lights on the Heads of their Calum» 
niators: For who are the rea Latitudinarians? 
| Men who are ſo regardleſs of Truth, as wholly to 
> negle cultivating their own Minds, and chufing 
rather : blindly to follow other Mens Opinions: 
or thoſe, who out of a ſincere Love to Truth, act 
with more reaſonable: Caution, and receive Prin- 
ciples upon ſuch Evidence only as the Nature of 
them requite'? This will ben da ho 


| And now. if Chriſtanity has been Sar re- 
preſented, and whether it has or not, let the 
Scriptures themſelves decide; the Beneſt and 
Ad of this Religion, will abundantly 
appear; ſo that no Man, who is really guided 
4 by —— have n plauſible e to i. 7 


Live aired only 5 general View of it ac- 
cording to what I propoſed; by deſcending 'to 
Particulars the Subject might be further illuſtrat-. 
ed. But what J have ſaid ſufficiently proves, that 
Chriſtianity having exploded the Errors and Inven- 
tions of Men, ' utterly aboliſhed all human Im- 
poſitions as inconſiſtent with pure Religion; and 
tells us, in moſt expreſs and conciſe Words, fre- 
quently repeated, what true Religion is. That the 
Foundation of it is Love to God and Charity to 
Men; that the Superſtructure conſiſts in ſuch a 
Courſe of well-regulated Actions, as is intirely 
N con- 
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. conformable to theſe grand Principles. By cul- 
tivating Habits of rue: Piety, and univerſal Be- 
nevolence, Men become the Objects of divine 
Favour and Goodneſs, ſecure their own Peace 
and Happineſs, and are qualified for . 
of immortal Bliſs, which is more 
miſed, and more clearly revealed by ti 
than by any other Diſpenſation. This i in [Brief is 
the Sum and. Subſtance of the Religion taught 
by Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles. So that if Men 
fincerely believe in him, and receive his Doctrines 
into a pure Heart, with an upright Intention of 
Graming'thelr Lives according to them, they will 
be as his true „ whatever hard 
Cenſures unreaſonable Men may _ 4 
n | A 
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Tum fefble that mary human — Na | 


n deviſed, wherein Chriſtianity has been ex- 
Hipited in a very different Light. 1 do not pre- 
dend to haye enumerated every particular 
accruing from this Religion; the Subject is too 
copious. for my preſent Deſign, Many Schemes 
Which have profeſſedly undertook. to do it, and 
which haye been dignified with high Titles, have 
Adly miſſed mar Ain 1 having afforded an ever- 
Hſting Fund fo . * little ra» 
al. Satis have, in reality, wes 
i 8 Ye but 1 ercitations of. refined E 
; who | Sy 5 tbeir Talent to very 
pole, It 5 ſufficient | to diſcredit them with 
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of Revelation its 


no more than to ſay, in other Wards, if it has 
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themſelves, and * literally diyided Grip 


Menno dijedic y upon 0 
comes, will — embrace the gracious 
Promiſes contained in it, and the great Benefit 
conveyed by it; and will allow to every Doctrine 
proper Weight; but ought 
not to be, as I may ſay, unchriftianized, becaule 
they do not implicitly receive the Doctrines of 


Men; but thei 
pale RA og 


© The gent Ovicry is geg g Ph 
W r: from them; 
but the Caſe is quite otherwiſe : For i 


»ity'is founded in Principles of * kak is 


its Foundation in the Nature and Perfe&ions of 
God, and in che reaſonable Natures of Mankind 
then the more ſtrictly it is examined by theſe 
Principles, the ſtronger Confirmation: it Will ne- 
ceiye, As to the Peculiaritjes of this Religion, 
they are, in truth; very few, and of ſo benefici- 
al a Nature; ihar Men colt be. their. own Ene. 


ics ho EE AN But it looks as 
if ſome Men h Chriſtianity ſhould be any 
Thing than what it . 


hey are very 


ready to claim Alliance with Judaiſin, though 2 


Religion ſo fite in its Spirit and Conſtitution 
to Chriſtianity, as to, have occaſioned ſome ancient 
Chriſtians to ſuppoſe that ĩt proceeded from ano- 
cher God, Other Chriſtians 12 borrowed very 


largely 
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lady Gow Paganifm, and norwithſtanding, they 
diſown the Charge, the Fact is too notorious to be 
conteſted. In ſhort, any Principles that will counte- 
nance Power and Grandeur, and favour Schemes 


that wil} procure Wealth and Honour, are had 
Recourſe to; whilſt the /-all ſtill Voice of Reaſon 


which ſpeaks in the Go 105 and teaches a diffe- 
rent Leſſon, is not hear or ĩs treated with Scorn. 


The Sum of all is, that if Chriſtianity eſſenti- 
ally differs from Deiſm, and will not ſtand the 
T eſt of a free and impartial Examination accord- 
ing to theſe Principles, it cannot be the true Re- 
ligion, and muſt neceſſarily ſink in the Opinion 
of wiſe Men, who take all that Care, which 
Reaſon and Conſcience oblige them to do, in 
forming their religious Sentiments. But I take 


this to be the true Touchſtone that will always 


diſtinguiſh genuine Chriftianity from the falſe 
Superſtructures built upon it; and I am verily 
ruaded, that, brought to this Proof, and 

e Materials removed, it would again recover 
its priſtine Splendor; and, according to its origi- 
nal moſt noble and beneficent Deſign, give Glory 
to God in the Higheſt, Peace on Earth, Cn 


wr oe VE 


